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Pattern

for First Block in Alphabet Quilt
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BY FLORENCE LA GANEKE. |
ITTLE four-yvear-old Joan skip-
ped home from a shopping ex-|

pedition with glee. Aunt Naney |
had purchased the materials for her
new quilt. She had watched the
clerk measure the flve yvards of
white Peter Pan gingham and had
chosen the soft, pale green. Of this
color she heard her aunt order one
and one-half yards.

As soon ag they reached home
Wancy hunted up her piece bag and
chose A filgured print in soft terra
cotta tones. She found some me-
dium dark plain green and a scrap
of dark green.

She used the figured print for the
apple itself and the dark green for
gtem with the medium shade for
leaf. In her book of embroldery
cotton she found some fast color
brown which she later used to em-
broider the few ragged points at
the blossom end of the apple,

She had purchased some fast
color embroidery cotton in green, |
the same shade as the green ging-
ham which she planned for the
strips of color between the white
blocks.

Had she chosen pink, blue, vellow
or lavender for the strips of color

ghe would have purchased embrojd-
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ery cofton in the color to corre-
gpond.
Nancy experimented with various

| methods of transferring the apple

pattern to her block of white.

First she cut her white hlock,
making it silx and one-half inches
gquare. This allowed one-quarter
inch on all sldes for seams, so that
her finished block was six inches
BQuUAre.

Since the white material was so
soft and fine ghe found she could
lay the square over the pattern, as
given m today’s paper. She cut the
square out of the paper and held
her square of cloth over it. By
putting them on the window pane
she was able to see the outline
clearly.and could follow it with a
sharp lead pencil, making a fine
mark on the white block. Whean
the outline .was on the goods, she
toock the newspaper square and
pasted it on a piece of lightwelght

| card board or tag board. This was

| dried under pressure.

{ Then the apple, the stem and the
leaf were cut out and used as pat-
terns. Bhe lald the apple on the

| Boods and cut, allowing one-guarter

| ineh on all sides for turning in. She

did the same with the leaf. The
stem was cut from a plece of bias
material and was twice as wide as
pattern given. B8he basted the
edges back on both apple and leaf.

The edges of stem were turned back
until théy met at center of under
glde. They were basted in place.

After pressing the pleces they
were lald in place on the pencil
gutlines on the quilt block and ap-
pliqued with slanting, invisible hem-
ming stitches,

Nancy tried pinning them in
place, but she found that she could
get the work done more easlly if
sha basted the applique pieces in
place and then began the fine stitch-
ery. She used white thread for ap-
| pliqueing. The Initial was worked
| with a fins outline stitch. She used
{ four strands of cotton., She could
havae used a chain stitch. In either
case she found that she needed to
make small stitches and to have
falrly heavy strands of cotton, other-
wise the effect was weak,
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