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uiltin Gatherin at Aunt I s

5. After the top has been pinned
securely to the batting and the
lining, busy fingers pi¥ the quilting
stitch while the gquilters exchange
news and wiews on topics of
mutual and neighborhood interest.

By Joe Clark
QU!LT-MAHING. the antique art

that 1s still an active American
tradition, 15 very much alive with the

southern mountain, people. Old treas- 3. Before the quilting actually begins, the squares have to be made. Here, Dorothy
ured designs are handed down—and new McCreary gets some pointers from Aunt Nora on how to prece sgquares for the

Friendship quilt. The hearts are appliqued with the feather or buttonhole stitch.
designs created and worked out In
hu)n-rnl.q-'h- COLLaOn
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1. Alte: Aunt

both in one quilit ! - =

In these pictures we take you to an £ d -4 a -
informal quiltin’ gathenn' at Aunt Nora B - — - -T"-
Treece's near Cumberland Gap, Tenn. - \

SINCE several persons may work to-
“‘ gether on a qult, this enables the
bvsy mountain women to keep their
hingers flying while indulging in the
social relaxation of wisiting

When neighbors call, it 1s not unusual
tor the woman of the house to let down
the -,]Ul]tlng irame f{rom the celling,
where it has been wound up out of the
way, and have her quilting friends con-
tinue willingly on the work

She usually has a few extra quilts in
the home being saved for the day when
a daughter or son marries She takes
pride in showing the quilts that mean
S0 many hours of piecing, fine sewing,
matching, and quilting

'I“Hl': quilting of a single quilt takes
1ITom ten

1 days to s1x "-"rL'{‘;‘i:h Wht‘ﬂ

done aloni

['he base or backing i1s usually a sohd
piece of mushn but may be fteed sacks
sewn together | he tilhing or batting

may be a thin or even a fairly thick

6. Aunt Nora and her daughter, =N B laver b cOMOn-oF WBEL ik DRl et
Julie, display some of their fine < N materinl,  ‘The ubbar: moiekine Kaib o
quilts. Left to right they are: : design i
Flower G'rd'"; Ocean Wave and 4. After the squares have been made, lht‘_r are sewed tﬁgethtr imte the h’ cover.
2. The quilt lining is stretched and tacked onto the quilting fram [hen tite Friendship. Most q“i!li“l+p.“‘rn. The top cover is then spread over the cotton batting on th_' quilting frame. Aunt ¢
Batling is arranged neatly and evenly on the lining. When not in use, the quiltin go back to Colonial times. by quilting stitches. Nora and her guests are shown here working on a quilt in the half-star pattern. A
frame is pulled up to the ceiling out of the way Work can be resumed quickly

_L;Eh ...
which 15 tacked on through the

lilling and base into one permanent piece
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