
RECORD BREAKING QUILTS 
by Barbara Brackman  
 

Barbara Brackman, quilt historian, lec-
turer, teacher and quiltmaker is well known 
in the field of quilt research. She has had 
papers published in the American Quilt 
Study Group UNCOVERINGS 1980 & 1981. Her 
articles have appeared in QUILTER'S NEWS-
LETTER as well as the JOURNAL. 
 

Carrie Hall was an incorrigible collector. Known to 
quilters and quilt historians as co-author of THE RO-
MANCE OF THE PATCHWORK QUILT IN AMERICA, she 
collected thousands of quilt patterns in the early 
20th century and stitched a thousand quilt blocks.* 
She also collected every quilt related clipping she 
could find to paste in a set of scrapbooks. She later 
donated the scrapbooks to the Univ of Kansas and 
they are now in the Helen Foresman Spencer Museum 
of Art. 

I found most of the following clippings in Hall's 
scrapbooks and added two from other sources which 
seem relevant to the question: "Who holds the re-
cord for piecing the most number of patches into a 
quilt?" 

 

Fremont, N C March 30 (ca 1925) 
"This town has a claimant to the quilt 
championship in this part of the country. 
Mrs Louise Sasser recently exhibited a 
quilt here containing 5,576 pieces of 
cloth." 
 

Kansas 
"Dear Grass Roots: I believe I am eligible 
to compete in the quilt-piecing stories. I 
am now 74 years old and have just finished 
piecing an 'Ocean Wave' quilt containing 
10,434 pieces ... Mary Ellison, Grantville, 
Kansas." 
 

NEW YORK 
"Although several women of South Missouri 
have not achieved enough fame to be men-
tioned on the front page of the press, in 
Dallas County these same women have 
achieved fame as weavers of fancy quilts, 
rugs and other woolen articles. Mrs Lola 
Perdue, who lives near Buffalo, recently 
finished a quilt of over 10,000 blocks of 
cloth ..." 
 

KANSAS 
"The quilt made by Mrs C M Koons of Augusta 
containing 8,581 pieces may be intricate 
but it does not contain the most pieces of 
any quilt in Kansas as was implied when an 
item about it appeared in this column last 
week. Friends of Mrs Augusta Sallee, Moline 
 

*For additional information about Carrie 
Hall see JOURNAL Fall '80 Vol III #3 
 

Kansas, write to say she has completed a 
quilt top with 16,001 pieces in it. It will 
be shown to anyone wishing to count them. 
Does anyone have a quilt with more pieces 
than Mrs Sallee's.  
 

PHILADELPHIA, July 22  
"Two of Charles Pratt's prize quilts, shown 
with him in this picture, are the 'Ninety 
and Nine', consisting of 19,868 small 
squares of silk put together by his own 
hands, and (in his lap) the 'American Le-
gion Quilt' of 15,875 pieces." 
 
 

PARTIAL LIST OF CHAS PRATT'S QUILTS 
 

 Year  Title Pieces 
 

 1920 Liberty or Death 14,220 
 1923 Rock of Ages 18,125 
 1926 Penn's Treaty 14,577 
 1927 Ninety & Nine 19,868 
 1929 Lamb of Peace 19,479 
 1930 Ruth & Naomi 30,400 
 

This chart appeared originally in 
JOURNAL Fall '80 in an article about 
Charles Pratt 

 
 

ST LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 
"After sewing patiently on one quilt top 
during spare moments for the past year, Mrs 
Walter Zoll of Poplar Bluff, Mo believes 
she has completed a quilt top that is be-
lieved to establish a new world record with 
reference to the number of individual 
pieces of cloth used.  
"A year ago Mrs Zoll noticed a newspaper 
story telling about some other woman making 
a quilt containing 16,400 pieces. 'I just 
decided I'd beat that record,' declares Mrs 
Zoll. 'So I just sat down and figured it 
out -- how large each individual piece of 
cloth would have to be and now I've com-
pleted a quilt containing 21,840 pieces It 
was a tedious job,' she admits, 'but I'd 
rather sew than eat ... I believe I have 
set a record for quilt making that will 
stand for quite a while. I certainly pity 
the woman who beats that record, because I 
know how much work it takes.' "Mrs Zoll has 
been offered $100 for the quilt when it is 
completed." 
 
MISSOURI 
"Using material given her by neighbor women 
over a period of 15 years, Mrs Mary Jame  
(sic) St Clair, Rockaway Beach, Mo, re-
cently completed a postage stamp quilt con-
taining 25,500 pieces."   

— cont on pg l6 
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Record Breaking Quilts - cont from pg 5 
 

KANSAS CITY STAR Jan 22, 1928 
"A MISSOURI WOMAN'S QUILT WITH 28,378 
PIECES. With the number of hand-sewn pieces 
Mrs P D Gardiner of Liberty claims the 
world record over Mrs Walter Zoll of Poplar 
Bluff, Mo who has a guilt with 21,840 
pieces." 
 
THE TOPEKA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, 1975 
"The guilt of many pieces which (Annie Gar-
diner) claimed as a world record, took 
prizes in several shows. It was one of her 
finest achievements. However, a few years 
after its completion, she began to worry 
that someone would make a guilt with more 
pieces than hers. Nothing would do but that 
she set out to beat her own record 'by such 
a large margin that all rivals would be 
discouraged.' The result was a quilt of 
43,500 pieces, some of the pieces being 
less than 1/4" square." 
 
POPLAR BLUFF, MO Sept 11 -- (AP) 
"If there is an 'endurance' championship 
for quilt-making, Mrs Jane Long claims it. 
She has made a quilt containing 38,000 
pieces. When another woman made a quilt of 
21,840 pieces, Mrs Long heard of it and 
went to work. On her seventy-eighth birth-
day anniversary, five months later, she 
completed the quilt. She sewed it entirely 
by hand, using 20 spools of thread." In THE 
ROMANCE OF THE PATCHWORK QUILT by Hall & 
Kretsinger (pg 40), the article is contin-
ued, "and not only that," she insists, "I 
have pieced over 200 in my time." 
 

ILLINOIS 
"Mr Small of Ottawa, Ill has a quilt made 
of 63,467 hexagonal pieces the size of a 
dime before seams." 
 

NEBRASKA 
"In 1943 Grace Snyder of North Platte, Ne-
braska made the quilt which still holds 
the record. Her Flower Basket Petit Point 
contains 87,789. 
 

The informal quilt contest that raged around the 
midwest in the late 1920s and 30s seemed to have 
died out ... or perhaps Carrie Hall's interest waned. 
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In a letter from Florence Peto to Emma 
Andres dated Dec 14, 1950, Mrs Peto des-
cribes it: "The quilt that seemed to get 
the most attention was the one made by Mrs 
Snyder that contained 80,000 plus patches. 
They were smaller than the half-inch 
squares used by Mr Pratt and then they 
were divided diagonally! It was what Dr 
Dunton would have called 'stunt work'. I 
have a difficult time trying to tell women 
that the number of patches does not neces-
sarily make for beauty." Ed note: For 
other letters from Florence Peto to Emma 
Andres see JOURNAL, Vol III issue 1,2,3. 
 

"Albert Small of 1117 Pine street has com-
pleted a quilt with 123,000 pieces almost 
twice as many as the one shown in the above 
picture which has 63,450. He has a third 
quilt with 38,000 pieces. Small is a tal-
ented artist. "From the Gross collection 
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