
QUILTERS' HALL OF FAME 
 

The Quilters' Hall of Fame* was instituted at the Continental Quilting Congress in 1979 with the names 
William Rush Dunton Jr, Ruth Ebright Finley, Lenice Ingram Bacon**, Marguerite Ickis, Jonathon Holstein and 
Gail van der Hoof. In 1980 Averil Colby, Anne Orr, Florence Peto**, Grace Snyder and Bertha Stenge** were 
honored. No new members were named in 1981. 

 

*Articles about the Quilters' Hall of Fame appeared in JOURNALS Vol IT #4 pg 9, Vol III 
#4 pg 14, and Vol 1V #4 (No 18) pg 7.  
** Bacon, see JOURNAL Vol I #2, Peto Vol II #4, III #1,2,3, IV #1,2; Stenge Vol II #2. 
 

The Quilter's Hall of Fame honorees for 1982 are 
Jean Ray Laury*** and Bonnie Leman***. These two 
well-known figures in the quilting field were pre-
sented at The Fourth Continental Quilting Congress 
on Sat Nov 6 in Arlington Va. Ms Laury was present 
to accept the honor while Mrs Lernan was unable to 
attend. She sent her thanks via a phone message 
which was relayed to the group by Joyce Gross, edi-
tor of QUILTERS' JOURNAL. (see bottom of this 
page.) 

Mrs Gross placed Mrs Leman's name into the Hall 
of Fame, praising the work and help she brings into 
quilters' homes through her QUILTER'S NEWSLETTER 
MAGAZINE. Ellen Swanson, Fairfax Va, pointed to Ms 
Laury's many careers of designing, teaching, lectur-
ing and writing. In the introduction to the 1982 
booklet, Mrs Carter wrote, "The two women hon-
ored... exemplify the emergence of quilting from an 
American folk craft to a contemporary American 
 

art form... They are helping to build the next edition 
of the American quilting story - a story that will 
grow with the generations." 

Nominations for the 1983 Quilters' Hall of Fame 
are being accepted until Feb 1 1983. Letters of 200 
words may be addressed to Quilters' Hall of Fame, 
P.O. Box 561 Vienna, VA 22180. 
 
***Laury, Vol II #3; Leman #20. 
 

HALL OF FAME BOOKLETS AVAILABLE 

Booklets from the Quilters' Hall of Fame con-
taining biographies of those honored in the 
years '79, '80 & '82 are still available. $2.50 
each postpaid. Write Continental Quilting 
Congress, P0 Box 561, Vienna, VA 22180. 

 

Dear Friends: 
I am very disappointed I am not able to be with 

you today in person. Joyce Gross is always kidding 
me about avoiding speechmaking occasions, and I 
admit I do keep kind of a low profile - but I assure 
you, I would never out of choice have missed this 
occasion today. For the record, the only reason I'm 
not there is a bit of emergency surgery I had to un-
dergo last week -not in my plans at all, believe me. I 
want to tell you immediately that I'm fine! It turned 
out to be the least serious of several possible prob-
lems, and I'll be going back to work in a few days as 
good as new. 

I'm sorry I couldn't make it because I wanted to 
thank personally Mrs Gross, the committee, Mrs Car-
ter, and all those who had any part in my being cho-
sen for this exciting moment in the sun. It is an 
honor I appreciate. 

I especially wanted this opportunity, too, to 
thank publicly, George Leman, my husband, for his 
answer to a question I asked him in the late 1960's. I 
said to him, "I seem to have been overcome by this 
strange quilting bug, and I find I want to start a 
 

newsletter to tell everybody all about it. Do you think 
I could do it?" Remember, this was before the '70s 
and no one but me had even heard of the quilting 
bug. George certainly hadn't. 

He answered, "Sure you can do it. What can I do 
to help?" He has been my partner in quilting ever 
since, and now I'd like him to be my partner in this 
award. 

I also wanted to publicly acknowledge the help of 
my daughter Mary, who accepted a job as our first 
artist when she was 13, and who has done her best 
to communicate my vision. Her contributions to QN 
are immeasurable. 

Also, I wanted to thank my other children, Megan, 
Emilie, Georgianne, David, Andy, and Matt, each for 
their own special help, throughout our family's great 
adventure with quilts. 

And I must extend my thanks to our readers, 
those wonderful, warm, sharing quilters out there 
who have been my friends all these years. 

Thanks to you all and happy quilting. 
 Bonnie Leman 
 9 

 


