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Modernistic Star 
 

Submitted by 
 

Miss Rose Marie Lowery, Davenport, Nebraska 
 
 
From the pamphlet PRIZE WINNING DESIGNS dis-
tributed by the DES MOINES TRIBUNE See page 17 
for another article and a picture of the quilt. 
 
 
 

The Modernistic Star 
The Modernistic Star is the quilt illustrated in colors on the cover de-

sign of this book. 
This original design typifies all that is lovely in today's trend in line 

and color, yet carries us back to the tranquil atmosphere of yesteryear. 
While many color combinations are possible the original block had a 
central star of deep blue with graceful rays of green and orange. The 
hexagons are cleverly joined with triangles. 

As interesting as the block itself is the double border sugges-
tion of green between narrow strips of orange with two groups 
separated by a white strip. The border is 14 inches wide. Cut the 
four orange strips 11,4 inches, the two green strips 3 1/2 inches 
and the white, 4 inches. 

The blocks are set together in three rows. The outside rows have four 
blocks. The center row has three whole blocks with a half block at each 
end. The completed quilt measures 79 x 97 inches. 

Note on the pattern the half triangle indicated by a long broken line. 
You will need eight of these to fill out the triangles on the ends of the 
quilt. Lay this half triangle on the fold of the material and cut 20 equal 
sided triangles. These are used to set the blocks together and fill in 
along the sides. 

Each block is a hexagon when completed. The small white pieces 
(A) are sewed into the top of the long pointed pieces of green (C). The 
medium size white pieces (B) are joined to the orange or orchid pieces, 
(D) and these strips are sewed to the sides of the green pieces. The 
larger white pieces (E) join the groups thus formed. This makes a hexa-
gon with a star-shaped opening in the center. The diamonds (F) are 
joined at the SHORTER edges and the star this makes is sewed into the 
opening. Or the hexagon could be placed in halves, making a straight 
seam through the middle. 

You will need 2/3 of a yard of blue, 2 yards of green, 2 yards of or-
ange and 4 yards of white. 

This quilt would also be pretty in orchid, pink and green, or yellow, 
orange and green. 
C241 Material ready cut for complete quilt top,  79 x 97    $3.98 
C241A. Material ready cut for complete 17-inch pillow...            .65 
 
 
 

In the 1983 gift catalog from the Art In-

stitute of Chicago are many items with a 

"cheerful Blue iris" design... adapted 

from an American bedcover, 1945". Though 

credit is not given the design is adapted 

from the "Blue iris" made and given to 

the museum by Dr Jeannette Dean Throck-

morton. It is pictured in the catalog 

AMERICAN QUILTS FROM THE ART INSTITUTE OF 

CHICAGO, 1966. #59.329 

 

Dr Jeannette Dean-Throckmorton was pic-
tured on the cover and as the feature story 
of the Spring 1979 JOURNAL. An updated bio-
graphical sketch about her is published in 
the winter issue 1984 of LADYS' CIRCLE 
PATCHWORK QUILTS. 

Four of Dr Throckmorton's quilts are in 
the collection of the Art Institute of Chi-
cago. "The Modernistic Star" is in the 
Gross collection. 

Dr Throckmorton loved to make quilts and 
apparently saved everything she could find 
that pertained to them. Her collection in-
cluded many pattern books, the Art Insti-
tute of Chicago catalog, magazine pictures 
and articles and her own drawings and nota-
tions. We are indebted to her friends Ruth 
Rankin for saving the material and sharing 
it with us. 

PRIZE WINNING DESIGNS is one of the pam-
phlets from her collection. Her copy is 
well worn and the edges are a little tat-
tered. The article appearing on pg 17 is 
also from her collection. 

The pamphlet PRIZE WINNING DESIGNS is un-
dated. The name and address of the DES 
MOINES TRIBUNE is rubber stamped in a space 
on the cover. Note on page 17, the name and 
address listed is THE MODERN WOODMAN, Rock 
Island, Ill. This suggests that the pam-
phlet may have had wide distribution. 

The colors Dr Throckmorton chose for her 
"Modernistic Star" are a variation of the 
suggested yellow, orange and green listed 
in the final paragraph. She made a notation 
in pencil at the bottom of the instruc-
tions, "Peach, yellow - bright, green - me-
dium" 

The pattern was cut from cardboard and 
carefully saved by inserting the pieces in 
an envelope and attaching the envelope to 
the page with pins. 

Many of Dr Throckmorton's quilts have her 
name and the date she made the quilt in 
cording. "Modernistic Star" is inscribed at 
the top "Jeannette Anne Crapenhoft" and at 
the bottom center "Aunt Jeannette, 1943". 
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