On the Book Shelf

HOMAGE TO AMANDA, TWO HUNDRED YEARS OF AMERICAN QUILTS by Edwin Binney III and his daughter,

Gail Binney Winslow. 96 pgs. RK Press, Dept 22,

955 Fourteenth St S F CA 94114, $16.95 + $§1.50

Note: It is also a SITES traveling exhibit of quilts from the authors' collection.

Reviewed by Bets Ramsey

HOMAGE TO AMANDA is a guide to the col-
lection (and exhibition) and contains a
lively text highlighting the quiltmakers
and changing aspects of the art. Published
by Michael Kile, the co-founder of THE
QUILT DIGEST, the book had the same high
quality format and photography of the DI-
GEST series.

The book gives not only a selective over-
view of American quiltmaking, but allows
the reader to experience the growth of a
collection formed by historical study and
personal taste. One senses the commitment
to the best artistic standards and refine-
ment of choice. There is a graciousness,
too, in the collectors sharing their ac-
quisitions so willingly with other quilt
lovers through their exhibition and book.

This fine volume deserves to be placed on
the shelf with your best art books.

This article was originally published in
the CHATTANOOGA TIMES, Jan 24 1985 and is
printed with permission.

Reviewed by Joyce Gross

The choice of quilts, the photography and
excellent printing (even the quilting is
clearly visible) make this an important
book, but I was even more impressed with
the text. It includes not only a descrip-
tion of the quilt (plus a full color photo-
graph) but adds some bit of background in-
formation which helps the reader have a
better understanding of that quilt and adds
to her general knowledge of quiltmaking
history.

For example, the text with the "Pine-
apple" quilt on pg 47, reads, "It is said
that American sea captains, returning from
the tropics, brought back exotic fruits,
among them pineapples. They impaled them on
their gate and fence posts to herald their
return from the sea. Whether this is folk-
lore or fact, the pineapple has served as a
symbol of hospitality and goodwill in West-
ern culture for centuries. America's lead-
ing cabinetmakers utilized the pineapple as
finial and bas-relief decorations, and nee-
dleworkers incorporated the motif into
their creations."”

SCHEDULE FOR “AMANDA" Aug 24-Oct 6 '85 Midland Art Council, Midland, Michigan
Oct 26-Dec 8 '85 Allentown Art Museum, Allentown, Pennsylvania
Dec 28-Apr 13 '86 Museum of Folk Art, Santa Fe, New Mexico

cont from pg 12

Mrs Roosevelt gave it as a gift since it
has been documented that she gave another
quilt to a servant as a remembrance of the
White House years and there are stories
about her giving other souvenirs to friends
and employees.

The pattern for the prize-winning quilt
was reproduced in many publications and
sold by several pattern companies. Since
the piecing design was a traditional pat-
tern going back to the early nineteenth
century there were no copyright restric-
tions on it. Stearns and Foster apparently
bought the rights to reproduce the quilt
exactly and use Miss Caden's name. They
have sold the pattern for decades as the
"Star of the Bluegrass" and credit it as an
original design by Margaret Rogers Caden.
The pattern copyrighted 1948, includes the
same stuffed work (or "tra- punta" as they
call it) seen in the photos of the quilt
and in Mattie Black's border samples.

Helen Black has recently had some of Mat-
tie Black's tops quilted. Two finished by
Carol Ann White are pictured in LADIES CIR-
CLE PATCHWORK QUILTS, Spring, 1983, with a
cryptic caption about the World's Fair con-
test mystery.

Margaret Caden and her sisters died many
years ago. She left no children to give her
version of the World's Fair winner story.
Until more evidence surfaces--we can hope
the quilt will someday be found--the story
is still a mystery, but the rumors in Lex-
ington that Mattie Clark Black (who receiv-
ed none of the cash and none of the credit)
was the country's top quiltmaker in 1933
seem to have the ring of truth about them.

For a photo of Margaret Rogers Caden
and the guilt that won the Grand Na-
tional Prize see page 21.
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WORLD'S FAIR BIBLIOGRAPHY

Compiled by Joyce Gross July 1985
AMER PICTORIAL QLTS, Vassar College Art Gallery '75

Aunt Martha's Studios,
Kansas City, Missouri,

THE QLT FAIR COMES TO YOU,
1934

Beyer, Alice, QLTING Chicago South Park Cam. Leisure
Hobby Series 1934

Bishop, Robert, NEW DISCOVERIES IN AMER QLPS, E P
Dutton & Co, Inc 1975 pg 122,123.

CAPPER'S WEEKLY,

Apr 27' 71 "Quilt of Century won Blue Ribbon".
n d "'Star' Quilt from Century of Progress" Jun 13
'72 'Quilt of Century is $1008. winner"

CHICAGO TRIBUNE,
Oct 22 '33 "Century of Progress" article
& pattern
n.d.* "Quilts Depict Progress"
May 7 '33 Nancy Cabot Qlt column "World's Fair"
Oct 22'33 Nancy Cabot Qlt column
Jul 21'34 "Century of Progress"

Corr. from Sears, Roebuck and Co.
to Emma Andres 1933

to Edith Matthews 1933, 1934
Corr. from Ida M Stow to Sears, Roebuck and Co. June
6, 1933

FARM JOURNAL, "Century of Progress" patt n d

Foote, Louise Fowler KATE'S BLUE RIBBON QLTS Capper's
Weekly, '71.

Gammell, Alice I, POLLY PRINDLE'S BOOK OF AMER PATCH-
WORK, Grosset & Dunlap, N Y 1973.

THE FARMER'S WIFE
St. Paul, Minn @ 1934

Johnson, Orinne & Eleanor Lewis,
BOOK OF NEW DESIGNS & PATTERNS,

McCALL'S NEEDLEWORK,

Win '48-49 Ad for Mountain Mist pattern
"Star of the Bluegrass".

Sum '49 Ad for Mountain Mist
"Make smoother, lovelier quilts" with
photo of "Star of the Bluegrass" pg 41

Spr/Sum '53 "Star of the Bluegrass"

Nancy Cabot, see: CHICAGO TRIBUNE

NEW YORK TIMES, Rita Reif, "Antiques" May '76

NIMBLE NEEDLE TREASURES,

Fall '71 Excerpt from "Qlting" Alice Beyers
Fall'73 "The Saga of One Qlt Patt" Cuesta
Benberry, pg 15, 16 & 17
THE QLT FAIR COMES TO YOU, Aunt Martha Studios, Kan-
sas City, Missouri, @ 1934
QUILTERS' JOURNAL,
Sum '81, "ETa Andres" by Joyce Gross
#24, Cover "Mary E McElwain"
QUILTERS' NEWSLETTER MAGAZINE, 46:24-25; 134: 1825;
135:40,43; 136:18; 137:21,46; 141:29; 156: 22-24,30.

THE ROYAL NEIGHBOR, Ad for "The Biggest 25 cents
You've ever Had" Aunt Martha's Studios.
SEARS CENT OF PROG, Roebuck & Co.

Sears, 1934.

SEARS, ROEBUCK & CO. CATALOGS, 1933 & 1934

SEARS TODAY "In Quest of Sears" July 9, '82.

200 YEARS OF AMER QLTS IN ILLINOIS PRIVATE COLLEC-
TIONS, Center for the Visual Arts Gallery, Illinois
State University, Normal, Illinois 1976.

n.d.*/n.s.**
Newspaper article "Qlts to Chicago Contest"
Announcement of Kansas Regional Winners.

Newspaper article "642 years into Qlts" quotes Kansas
City Sears, Roebuck & Co mail order branch manager.

Newspaper photo of identifiable Cent of Progress glts
with caption, "Qlts suggest coolness in summer exhi-
bitions."

Newspaper article "History in a Quilt" re Oklahoma
History Quilt.

*no date **no source

Classified

Please mention the JOURNAL when placing an order. Ad-

vertising rates: 25 cents per word, prepaid.

FOR SALE: "Quilts in America" by Orlofsky. Mint con-

dition. Out-of-print. Autographed. Box 270, Mill Vval-

ley, CA 94942 or phone 415/388-7578

IN THE HEART OF PENNSYLVANIA: 19th & 20th Century
Quiltmaking Traditions by Jeannette Lasansky. $15.95
+ $2.00 mailing to Oral Traditions, Court House,
Lewisburg, PA 17827.

POLITICAL & CAMPAIGN QUILTS" catalogue from 1984 ex-
hibit in Frankfort KY. Photos and descriptions of 30
quilts from museums and private collections. $7.50 +
$1.50 post & handl. Kentucky Heritage Quilt Society.
P 0 Box 23392, Lexington KY 40503.

20

WANTED: Mt Mist patterns with quilt patches in
color on the outside. "1", "U", “V", "W", "33",
"103", "105", “108", "109”, "110", “114". “115”".
#1187, "122v, #1257, "126", "128", "129", (Croton) &
(Penn Dutch), "130", (Bandanna). Will trade for "0",
"Q", "23", "37", #417, "54", "70", "100", "106".
Write JOURNAL, Box 5427, Mill Valley, CA 94942.

NAT'L PEACE QUILT, full color posters for sale.
$6.50 by mail. Syracuse Cultural Workers, Box
6367B, Syracuse, NY 13217

QUILTERS' JOURNAL now available wholesale to shops

and guilds. The magazine for quilt and textile histo-

rians and lovers. Write JOURNAL, Box 5427, Mill Val-
ley, CA 94942



