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BETTY HAGERMAN
by Helen M. Ericson

Quilt lovers lost a dear friend and an
inspiration Feb 5, 1986 with the passing
of Betty Jean Hagerman (Baldwin City. Ks)
Enown for her self-published book THE
MEETING OF THE SUNBOMNET CHILDEEN and the
quilts of those designs, plus her lively
talks, writings and workshops on all as-
pects of guiltmaking.

Born in Linwood, Ks July 2, 1923 a daugh-
ter of Harry Jay and Elsie Mae Elder Hicks,
she attended schools in Kansas City, Ks
before attending the Univ of Kansas for two
years.

After her marriage Dec 8, 1942 to Aubrey
Hagerman, they lived on a dairy and grain
farm in the Vinland community, north of
Baldwin City. She worked for the Univ of
Kansas for more than 25 years and was later
employed at the Lawrence Paper company and
by a Lawrence Ks attorney.

She began her first quilt at the age of
12 and finished it 36 years later. From
then on, her traditional, pictorial and
star medallion quilts went quicker. Her
Douglas County Bicentennial Quilt was sever-
ly damaged in the GOOD HOUSEKEEPING Contest
fire. At first she was told there was noth-
ing left of it, but with determination and
perserverance, she managed to get the dam-
aged quilt back and completely restored it.
It now hangs at Watkins Museum in Lawrence.
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Mrs Hagerman was a Charter Member of Kaw
Valley Quilters Guild and served as presi-
dent and board member. She was also a mem-
ber of the Kansas City Quilters Guild, the
Douglas County Quilters Guild and a board
member of the newly formed Kansas Quilters
Organization whose purpose is to secure a
museum for Kansas Quilts.

she began writing for the BALDWIN LEDGER
as a guest but since Oct 5, 1978, she wrote
regularly producing 22 lively articles a
year under the title, "Let's Talk about
Quilting". Her subjects were interviews
with old or new gquilters, problems and sol-
utions, and area shows she attended. She
traveled to as many as three quilt shows in
a weekend with the only break at harvest
time when she drove the grain truck.

Betty Hagerman's dream was a book in
full color about the Carrie Hall blocks at
the Spencer Museum. The dream began at the
1978 Kansas Quilt Symposium with Letha Rice's
lecture on Carrie Hall and the display of
the Hall quilt blocks. She co-authored, with
me, the book entitled, KANSAS QUILT SYMPOSI-
UM 1978 with the understanding the profits
were to go to help finance the book. Unfor-
tunately, snags with the publishers and
others have delayed this, but finally it
did look like her dream would be realized
on the day of her death.

She was a person who was always current
with her correspondence, even though she
corresponded regularly with dozens through
a monthly "Grapevine®™. She was always up to
date on her scrapbooks and dataloguing all
the patterns in the Ledger articles and
magazines for the year.

For several years she planned and hung
the Douglas County Quilt Show at the Wat-
kins Community Museum in Lawrence. Plans
are under way for another show this year.
Funds generated by the quilt shows go to
complete the Attic Textile Conservation
Center in the museum. Donations to a memo-
rial fund in her name can be made c/o Marge
Ragle, 885 Chio, Lawrence Ks 66044.
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Betty Hagerman

Her talks and quilts reflected her free
spirit. Both were from plans sketched 1in
her steno-pad and a few calculations. When
asked why a certain width of sashing or
size of a diamond was used, she would reply.
"that's what it took to make it work". We
cherished her help on our quilt-making
projects as she always encouraged us to do
our best and not take the easiest way.

Mrs Hagerman was very close to her family
and each Sunday they met for supper. In Jan-
uvary 1985 she had heart surgery but recover-
ed nicely and was back to her old schedule
and future plans.

I traveled with her frequently to out of
state shows and symposiums. She always
drove while I read the maps, pumped the gas
and arranged lodging. Every quilt show was
a good one, to be reported in her articles,
to be remembered and referred to in later
conversations. Her capacity for sharing
herself, her time and talents, puts her #1
in my perscnal "Quiltmakers Hall of Fame".

"McCALL'S" NEEDLEWORK
Just before going to press on issue #28 I
was checking a date on the magazine I had
always known as McCALL'S NEEDLEWORK. Ima-
gine my surprize to see that the title of
the magazine I was locking at was "McCALL".
In a phone conversation to Cuesta Benberry
she confirmed she referred to it as "Mc-
CALL'S" however when we checked our early
copies, we found the magazine was origin-
ally called McCALL. Some of the references
to the magazine in #28 were changed but it
was too late to catch them all. Here is an
update.

The magazine was called McCALL NEEDLEWORK
until the Spr/Sum 1951 issue. In the Winter
issue 1951-52 the name was changed to
McCALL'S NEEDLEWORK which remained until
the Fall/Winter 1956-57 issue when it was
renamed McCALL'S NEEDLEWORK & CRAFTS.

Earlier wversions Mrs Benberry found in
her collection included

McCALL EMEROIDERY BOOK Fall/Win 1919

McCALL EMBROIDERY BOOK Fall 1921

McCALL EMBROIDERY BOOK 1922

McCALL EMBROIDERY BOOK 1925-26

McCALL NEEDLEWORK ANNUAL (no date)
Mo I McCALL NEEDLEWORE ANNUAL
Mo II McCALL'S MEEDLEWORK & CRAFTS ANNUAL
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