THE GOOD HOUSEKEEPI NG CONTEST
AND TRAGEDY

By this time nost Quilters' Journal rea-
ders have heard about the results of the
Good Housekeeping Quilt Contest and the
tragic aftermath of the fire.

Your Editor has just conpleted a phone
conference with Ms. Cecelia Toth, Edi-
torial Director of the Good Housekeepi ng
Needl ecraft Magazi ne and Needl ewor k Edi -
tor of the magazine's nonthly publi-
cation. The follow ng are excerpts from
t he conversati on.

The contest was put on by Good Housekeep-
ing in conjunction with the U S. Histor-

i cal Society of Ri chnond, Va., and the
Anerican Folk Art Museum The preparation
and pl anni ng of the contest took many
hours and nonths of work, work mainly
handl ed by the nmgazine's regular staff,
plus their duties on the nonthly publica-
tion.

The contest received 9,953 entries, far
nmore than they expected. The staff feels
the contest was npbst successful. It was
exciting for quilters and it is felt the
contest has brought a ot of attention to
qui |l ting.

Everyone worked, according to Ms. Toth,
double and triple tine, but nmany good
friends have been made and Good House-
keepi ng hopes to use much of the val uabl e
materials they have gained in future pub-
I'ications and an exhibit.

W nners were announced in the March issue
of Good Housekeepi ng. National w nner
Jinny Beyer of Fairfax, Va., won the
Grand Prize of $2,500. Each of the 50
state winners receives a silver nedal, a
set of limted edition patriot plates

val ued at $450.00 and an enbossed cer -
tificate. The 500 finalists will receive
a bronze nedal and a citation. It has not
been deci ded as of this date where and
how the award will be nade

Ms. Toth, when asked about the fire which
consumed sonme of the entries, stated that
they felt heartsick about the tragic hap-
pening but it was a very snall part of a

very big thing with only 18 to 20 quilts

bei ng destroyed and 40 or so dammged.
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The fire broke out after the G and W nner
and State Wnners had gone to the photog-
raphers and the remai nder were in ware-
houses ready to be packed to be returned
to their owners. Sone were burned to-
tally, and, when the sprinkler went off,
many were water or snoke damaged with
some “runni ng"

Ms. Toth feels it would be a dreadfu
shanme for quilters to be fearful of en-
tering other contests or exhibitions

t hroughout the country due to this fire
as such a tragedy has happened so very
rarely in the history of contests and ex-
hibits. Ms. Toth finds quilting such an
exciting world full of creativity, and a
contest or exhibition helps quilters de-
velo their creativity learning from each
other and sharing ideas. There is nmuch to
be | earned about what's happening in
quilting, fromthe old designs and from
new designs and the direction they are
taking. It would be a shane for quilters
to be deterred fromthis marvel ous form
of exchange.

Appr ai sers are checki ng damaged quilts
and are working out arrangenents with
owners. Excellent files were naintained
during contest preparation and good pho-
tographs were available of entries. O
course, never can the quilts thensel ves
be replaced as many hours of tinme and ef-
fort went into their maki ng and the staff
of Good Housekeeping is well aware of
this. When asked how peopl e reacted upon
notification of quilt destruction or dam
age, Ms. Toth said there were those who
were marvel ous and others who were ex-
tremely upset. One 75 year old | ady said,
"1l don't want you to worry. No one was
hurt physically in the fire and | already
am col l ecting scraps to nake anot her
one." Ms. Toth hopes all quilters have
this same attitude and will continue
their fabul ous heritage passed down from
generation to generation.

NEW PCST CARD
A new full color post card of the Jack-
sonville Oregon, Bicentennial Qilt, de-
signed by local artists Ann and Bruce
Butte is now available.. wite the Jack-
sonvill e Boosters C ub.






