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Foreword

The advantage in translating research results into print is that they
can be more widely available to interested people. The disadvantage
lies in the phenomenon that Americans are such print-oriented people.
If something is in ‘black and white’ we have a tendency to be uncritical
about the information. In respecting the published work, we may
put aside our critical faculties and sometimes our own plain com-
mon sense.

But words in print are not always the /ast words on a subject. They
represent the state of one person’s thinking and findings at one par-
ticular time. Most scholars do not end their study and thinking at the
point of their first writing. Often, years later, they are even somewhat
embarrassed by their first words on a subject of deep interest to them.
Other scholars, aware that they do not yet have every last piece of evi-
dence to present, refuse to present anything at all. Their work may be
excellent, but it is essentially useless if never made available to other
people.

Historical research never ends. We come to an understanding of our
history only through small steps continually taken. Each research
paper is a small step, and each one is a challenge for someone else to
go a little further. When other information is found that refutes a
paper’s conclusions, it should be brought to light. Only in this way will
our history become manifest.

The American Quilt Study Group is very proud and pleased to have
sponsored the presentation in 1981 of the excellent papers published
here. Each of the papers in this volume represents the best work of the
authors at this time. The authors, however, have not ended their
thinking and investigation of their subjects, and neither should the
readers. Authors and readers are engaged in a mutual enterprise —
neither could exist without the other. This enterprise of quilt history is
a continuing process. We are delighted to have progressed this far, and
look forward to the next steps with eagerness. There is much yet
to uncover.



