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A Quilt for General Grant

Kaaren Beaver-Buffington

A Quilt For General Grant tells the story of a red, white, and blue
silk quilt made to raise funds for the United States Sanitary Commission
during the last year of the Civil War. The Ladies Social Circle of Eureka,
Humboldt County, California fashioned a quilt which was raffled off again
and again on the evening of April 5, 1865 gathering $1,000 for the cause.
The funds were sent to aid Union soldiers and the quilt was sent to Lt.
General U.S. Grant. Grant served at Fort Humboldt in 1854 and citizens
had not forgotten their famous former resident. The quilt remained with
Grant’s family only to return 126 years later to Eureka’s Clarke Historical
Museum. The history of the “Banner Quilt” illuminates West Coast involve-
ment in the Civil War, including information about “Sanitary Fairs” and
the contributions of women during that time.

It was my good fortune to be in college studying history in 1991 when
a most unique and significant quilt appeared in Eureka, California,
Humboldt County. My professor, Dr. Dolores McBroome, asked if I
was interested in doing research on a red, white, and blue silk quilt that
was made in 1865 in Humboldt County. Soon after its completion it
was sent away to a future president of the United States and his family.
The quilt was returned 126 years later to the place it was created to rest
at the Clarke Historical Museum in Eureka, sent by the family of that
President’s great-granddaughter.

Taccepted the challenge of historical detective work; it was very excit-
ing to look back in time through microfilm and books in the Humboldt
State University Library.
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Sometimes I would imagine the wind blowing briskly, gathering cold
and salty mist from the ocean, chilling the air around Humboldt Bay
with its dampness. This is typical April weather for Eureka. By 8:00 p.m.,
it would be cold and dark. I could envision a group of people hurrying
across the dirt street and stepping up onto the wooden sidewalk. They
would pull their wraps tightly, the sharp winds penetrating through the
fibers of their coats. A tall man, eager to get inside, pulls on the door
handle, the wind whipping the door from his hand and slapping it open
against the outside wall of Brett’s Hall. He steps back and his companions
hurry inside.

The Hall is crowded. People talk noisily amongst themselves. Plates
are piled high with homemade food. A wood stove, combined with the
warmth of friends, makes the meeting room comfortable, if not a little
too warm. Neighbors greet neighbors in a convivial fashion. “A very
large number of persons were in attendance.”' Music is playing. Excit-
able children have smiles for their friends; laughter echoes through the
building.

As the evening lengthens, it is time to accomplish their goal. The
auction is about to begin. Among the items being sold is a quilt—a beau-
tiful, bright, quilt fashioned out of red, white, and blue silk. Its makers
had embroidered and quilted it with great skill and style. The Humboldt
Times, a weekly newspaper, reports “This Banner Quilt was esteemed the
feature of the evenin.”

The women of the Eureka Ladies Social Circle made the quilt and
prepared this gala event to raise funds for the U.S. Sanitary Commission
and to honor Lt. General Ulysses S. Grant, America’s war hero. As a
young lieutenant, Grant had served a short time at Fort Humboldt from
January 5 to May 7, 1854, and had met Eurekans during his leisure and
working hours.” Humboldt County citizens had not forgotten their most
famous former resident (see figure 1).*

“The ladies of this Circle had been engaged in preparing for the
occasion during a period of some months.” People eagerly awaited the
festival. This particular occasion seemed to have an inordinate amount
of publicity and attention, yet it was just one event in a long list of fund-
raisers, parties, lectures, donations, picnics, and work parties, all held to
raise funds and supplies for the Union soldiers.
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Figure 1: Second Lieutenant
Ulysses S. Grant, in 1843. An
engraving based on a daguer-
reotype made soon after Grant was
graduated from West Point. Julia
Grant referred to this portrait “As
Lieutenant Grant was when I first
knew him. Originally published in
the work: The Personal Memoirs of
Julia Dent Grant, edited by John Y.
Simon ©1988 by the Ulysses S.
Grant Association, reproduced by
permission of the publisher, the
Board of Trustees, Southern Illinois
University.

Yes, the battlefields of America’s great Civil War were far from Eu-
reka, Humboldt County, California: 2,450 miles from Antietam, and
2,500 miles from Spotsylvania and Gettysburg. Yet it was evident that
the devotion shown here for the cause was real. The town of Eureka, in a
county exceeding the size of Delaware and Rhode Island by 300 square
miles, is geographically isolated. There are times during the year, even
today, that one can neither travel in nor out. ¢ Floods, storms, and road
closings sometimes keep news and people distant. The Humboldt Times
provided weekly war news from San Francisco. Despite the isolation and
communication delay, Humboldt County citizens kept apprised of the
happenings of the Civil War. In local newspapers, support for the Union
forces seemed unquestioned.

While news of the War Between the States pervaded the pages of the
Humboldt County press, supportive efforts on the home front were also
included. Reports from the Treasurers of the Sanitary Fund Committee
were commonly included in the week’s news. A typical example is the
“Report of the Treasurer of the Sanitary Fund Committee to the Rev. W.
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L. Jones, Chairman of the Humboldt County Sanitary Fund Committee”
in The Humboldt Times on February 8, 1864. That report, submitted by
Treasurer L. C. Schmidt indicated that the Sanitary Fund Committee in
Arcata alone had contributed, during an unspecified period, the amount
of $1164.28.7

On April 5, 1865, Humboldt County citizens were focused on gaiety,
the fun of a festive occasion. However, war was very much in the back
of the minds of the men and women who were at Brett’s Hall that night.
They had come to raise money to finance the immense costs of a country
doing battle with itself.

“The Sanitary Commission is the great artery which bears the people’s
love to the people’s army,” said Katherine Prescott Wormeley, a Commis-
sion worker." Humboldt County was only one of hundreds of areas in
the United States that sent money and supplies, its form of “love to the
people’s army;” through the conduit of this organization.

The origins of the U.S. Sanitary Commission, forerunner of the Red
Cross, were humble. The Rev. Dr. Henry W. Bellows, minister of All Souls
Unitarian Church in New York was very concerned for the needs of sol-
diers. According to William Quinten Maxwell, in his book, Lincoln’s Fifth
Wheel: The Political History of the United States Sanitary Commission,
the United States had no medical association and no nursing schools.
The United States had no way to alleviate the assault being waged on
the present hospital set-up on and near the battlefields of the Civil War.’
Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell ran the New York Infirmary for Women and
Children." She invited some influential wealthy women, as well as Dr.
Bellows and Dr. Elisha Harris, to discuss the needs of New York Union
volunteers who were ill. An announcement promoting the meeting was
published on April 29, 1861, by every newspaper in New York and signed
by “Ninety-Two Most Respected Gentlewomen.” Four thousand women
attended this meeting held at the Cooper Institute in New York, and on
April 30 the Women’s Central Association for Relief was born."! However,
the organization met resistance from the military leadership as well as
smaller communities outside of New York who were unwilling to give
up their autonomy to the big city organization.

Aware of this resistance, but sure of the need, Bellows, along with
some medical doctors, traveled to Washington, D.C. The travelers knew
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of the success of the British Sanitary Commission. Poor preparation and
unsanitary conditions caused alarming casualties during the Crimean
War in 1855. But the British Sanitary Commission had been given
great power and amazing results were achieved with the field hospitals
established by Florence Nightingale. With strict adherence to sanitary
conditions, Nightingale and her unit of thirty-eight nurses showed an
astounding improvement in survival rates.”? The committee from New
York, including Dr. Bellows and Dr. Elisha Harris of the Women’s Cen-
tral Association of Relief, Dr. W. H. Van Buren of the Physicians and
Surgeons of New York Hospitals, and Dr. Jacob Hansen of the Lint and
Bandage Association, reached Washington, D.C., on May 16, 1861."* They
met with Miss Dorothea Dix, Superintendent of Nurses, and received her
support. The proposal they offered for an organization that would mix
military and civilians in support of the “Sanitary Interest of the United
States Forces” was not accepted readily. After much negotiation and
argument, the proposal was put into the form of an order and sent to
President Abraham Lincoln."

After it had sat on his desk for four days, Lincoln signed the order
giving authority to the U.S. Sanitary Commission. He was concerned that
a novelty like this might become “a fifth wheel to the coach”* Lincoln
was referring to the traditional depiction of the military as a coach with
four wheels: the quartermaster services, the commissary, transporta-
tion services, and medical and surgical care.' With a negative label like
this, it was clear Lincoln feared that an organization of this type did not
have much hope for success; a fifth wheel was pretty useless to a coach.
He knew the military did not look favorably upon a connection with
civilians. However, the Sanitary Commission, now official, elected its
first president on June 12, 1861. Rev. Bellows was the new president. He
immediately went to work. Bellows knew that the women of America
would be able to meet the challenge that the military posed. Under the
umbrella of the Sanitary Commission, the women of America could
comfort, clothe, bandage, and feed the soldiers far better than the Medi-
cal Bureau of the U.S. government.

The Commission needed to do more than just augment the work
of the existing Medical Bureau of the military. In addition to setting up
relief corps for military camps, battlefields and hospitals, they organized
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at least seven thousand aid societies. Supplies could be obtained from
these relief societies when needed.”” Quilts, comforters, blankets, knit-
ted socks, mufflers, coats, bandages, shirts, and more knitted socks were
made by the hundreds of thousands to meet basic needs of the men at
war.

Another service offered by the Sanitary Commission to the soldier
was communication that helped the soldier contact his family. Assistance
was available to soldiers who needed help in getting back pay. Rest sta-
tions for a meal and sleep, and even the distribution of information about
recent improvements in medicine were some of the other benefits the
Sanitary Commission provided.'

The expenses of the Sanitary Commission’s services did not exceed
five thousand dollars in the first months of operations. The Commission
did not want to appeal to the government for funds. The government did
not provide money, but was generous in its offering of resources such
as offices, storehouses, ambulances, horses, and wagons at no cost. Still,
bandages, food, and message services for soldiers needed to be supplied
for the Union forces. The Sanitary Commission saw the need for ad-
ditional services, including “sanitary inspection of camps, provision for
nurses, hospitals, and ambulance service.” All of which supported efforts
of the regular army."” The Sanitary Commission was there to supply those
services, but it needed more money.

The men of the Commission turned to the women of the country.
Women in all the major cities generated large sums through an event
called “a Sanitary Fair,” first held in Chicago in November 1863.° These
fairs were well-advertised, well-attended, sometimes lasting as long as
two weeks, like the New York 1864 Metropolitan Fair. Public buildings
held displays of goods, treasures, trinkets, crafts, art, cakes, and more.
Volunteers provided entertainment, by staging tableaux.?!

Nellie Grant, General Grant’s young daughter, portrayed “the Old
Woman in the Shoe” at the Sanitary Fair in St. Louis in 1864 (see figure2).
Grant’s wife Julia Dent Grant, said Nellie was “delighted with the selling
of dolls and her photos, telling me the ladies gave her a half dollar for
every doll and every picture” Mrs. Grant attended the great Sanitary
Fair in New York and cast a vote for her favorite Union general, after
paying a dollar (see figure 3). The most popular general would receive
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Figure 2: Nellie Grant portraying
“the Old Woman in the Shoe” at
the Sanitary Fair in St. Louis in
1864. Nellie sold both the dolls
and pictures of herself to raise
money for hospital supplies for
the army. Originally published in
the work: The Personal Memoirs of
Julia Dent Grant, edited by John Y.
Simon, © 1988 by the Ulysses S.
Grant Association, reproduced by
permission of the publisher, The
Board of Trustees, Southern Illinois
University.

Figure 3: Julia Grant in 1864.
Photo by Brady, New York.
Originally published in the work:
The Personal Memoirs of Julia
Dent Grant, edited by John Y.
Simon ©1988 by the Ulysses S.
Grant Association, reproduced
by permission of the publisher,
the Board of Trustees, Southern
[llinois University.
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a jewel-hilted sword.” Abraham Lincoln’s contribution to the Chicago
fair was widely discussed. He sent the original draft of the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation with a note: “I desire to retain the paper, but if it shall
contribute to the relief and comfort of the soldiers, that will be better”*
Young children put on mini-fairs to support the soldiers. In Philadelphia,
ten young girls brought in $16.50 apiece. There are “doubtless ten mil-
lionaires in the land who have not done as much in proportion, though
they may have given thousands.”*

In California, The Humboldt Times reported the success of the Brook-
lyn Sanitary Fair. “Over $300,000 have already been realized—which we
think, is a least $130,000 more than was ever before raised at any fair in
America, if not in the world—and she shall yet swell the generous amount
to fully $400,000.”* The same paper reported the Chairman of the Metro-
politan Fair in New York gave $1,000,000 to the Sanitary Commission.*®
The fundraising endeavors of the Sanitary Fairs brought women together
and showed them they could achieve remarkable success. According to
Commission records, these fairs raised $2,738,868.84.”

The U.S. Sanitary Commission touched a need in Americans to try
to alleviate the pain and suffering of fighting soldiers.”® The Commis-
sion sent representatives to speak to concerned citizens; their speeches
sparked a desire to help. Rev. Bellows, who took his mission to California,
expounded at a Sanitary meeting in Sacramento that, “No Government
since the world began ever took as good care of its sick and wounded
soldiers, as does the United States”” Five months later, Dr. Bellows was
again the subject of an article in The Humboldt Times. He was leaving
San Francisco for New York. The esteemed Rev. Bellows was the subject
of flowery praise:

His earnest patriotism on all occasions and his geniality in the social circle
have endeared him to all. He has traveled much in aid of the Sanitary Fund
and organized the noble charity upon a permanent basis. Societies are being
formed throughout the State, whose members contribute fifty cents each per
month, thus ensuring a regular income to the fund without burdening the
contributors. Can not you do something of this kind at Eureka and Arcata,
or organize one society for the county?*’
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It is no surprise that California sent $750,000 east to the Sanitary
Commission Fund.”

The male leadership of the Humboldt County Sanitary Commission
also turned to women to do most of the major work needed to raise
money. Humboldt County citizens met again and again to raise funds
for bandages and other necessities for the fighting men on Civil War
battlefields. Pages from The Humboldt Times told of many successful
efforts to raise money for wounded Union soldiers. One Arcata writer
told of a plan to:

Open a ‘Potato Subscription’ in Humboldt County [,] the proceeds of
the contributions to be for the benefit of the Sanitary Fund. There are
few persons in the county who will refuse to donate a sack of potatoes to
promote such a cause . . . It is hardly necessary to remind our citizens how
much our sick and wounded soldiers need the gifts of the loyal hearts at

home....*

The 1864 Fourth of July Committee wanted to celebrate the Fourth
with “firing salutes . . . a picnic and patriotic speaking . . . that a subscrip-
tion be taken up on the picnic ground for the benefit of the Sanitary
Fund; that in the evening a ball be given, the profits of which, if any, be
contributed to the same fund.”*

Humboldt County women organized Sanitary Fairs with interest-
ing themes, which enticed residents and sparked their beneficence. The
Ladies Sewing Circle of Arcata sold and resold a “Great National Cake”
at one of their fairs. The decorated cakes were baked in the shape of dif-
ferent states of the Union. People would often bid on their home state.
Proceeds from this Cake totaled $353.60; total proceeds from the Arcata
fair were $712.63.*

Eureka played a role too. At a Eureka meeting of the Humboldt
County Soldiers’ Aid Society, women also created a great National Sani-
tary Cake. The total raised for their cake was $1,003.00. A quilt won by
Capt. H. H. Buhne took in $26.00.*

While The Humboldt Times proudly told the story of Humboldt
County support for the Union soldiers, it also told the story of the battles.
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And of course, these stories would be incomplete without mentioning
the local hero, Ulysses S. Grant.

The Humboldt Times brought the battles from across the continent
into the lives of Eureka residents with news from correspondents, some
from the front line. “The Latest News! Glorious News: Grant Marching
On!™ General Grant’s response to General Simon Buckner, the rebel
commander who offered to settle with terms of capitulation, was, “No
terms except immediate and unconditional surrender can be accepted.””
People read in The Humboldt Times:

General Grant has captured within the past seven months four-hundred
and twelve rebel cannon. No wonder the rebels await with fear and trem-
bling the approach of spring and the anticipated advance of this Uncondi-
tional Surrender General.*®

Enthusiastic proponents insisted that Grant’s initials “U. S. G stood for
“Unconditional Surrender Grant.”*

Understandably, the women of Eureka dedicated their quilt to Grant
as if such dramatic prose mirrored their thoughts. Grant was very popu-
lar. When he later ran for president, his face or name could be seen
on banners, flags, bandannas, and even yardage goods all around the
country (see figures 4 and 5).*

Far from Civil War battlefields, women on California’s North Coast
worked diligently to make the quilt for Ulysses S. Grant. In the fall of

Figure 4: Yard goods with the
legend “U.S. Grant/ First in Peace/
First in War” 1868 campaign.
Collection of Julie Powell.
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1864, Eureka women started what came to be a both a tribute to them
and to General Grant, whom they so admired. Gathering in each other’s
homes, they planned and sewed a quilt, which would raise funds for the
Sanitary Commission. The colors were brilliant. Electric blue, white,
and flag red pieces of silk were sewn together, fashioning a splendid
quilt. Hand quilted it measures 78 by 76 inches. The quilt back is a red
and white silk woven in a crisp small check.” The silk fabric itself is a
plain weave. The silks used were probably specially ordered from San
Francisco, as no local mercantile would have regularly carried such vivid
colors, according to contemporary quilt historian from Eureka, Mary
Ann Spencer. The more common colors of the day were dull greens,
burgundy and brown.*

Humboldt County had watched from afar Grant’s ascension to higher
rank and command and felt a personal pride on seeing him become
Commander in Chief of the Union forces, as evidenced in their quilt.

Issues of The Humboldt Times published when the quilt was being
made contained many notices concerning meetings of different aid
groups. It was difficult to identify the particular group of women respon-
sible for the quilt’s construction. Miss L. Wilson served as Secretary of
the Ladies Social Circle in December of 1864 when it worked to benefit
the Christian Commission.” In May of 1865, Mrs. H. S. Comstock was
President of the Soldiers Aid Society and Mrs. D. W. Nixon, its Secretary.
According to Anne L. Macdonald in her book No Idle Hands, sewing
circles, church societies, and town groups quickly converted to “Soldier’s
Aid Societies™

Other women’s names mentioned in the newspaper in association
with various social and sewing circles that might have been involved
with the making or marketing of the Banner Quilt included: Mrs. Con-

Figure 5: Yard goods with “USG”
repeated in the stripe with patriotic
emblem with “Grant” and “HW” (for
the vice-president, Henry Wilson), 1872
campaign. Collection of Julie Powell.
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nor, Mrs. John Brock, Mrs. ] .S. Murray, Mrs. J. E. Wyman, Mrs. Wiggins
and Mrs. J. H. Kimball.* Even though the quilt was embroidered with
the words “Ladies Social Circle of Eureka,” it was not clear which group
actually made this quilt because there were so many similarly named
groups listed in the newspaper. Names mentioned were The Ladies’
Sewing Circle, The Sewing Circle, The Ladies’ Sewing Circle of Eureka,
Ladies’ Social Circle, Humboldt County Soldier’s Aid Society, and the
Ladies Soldiers Aid Society. Meetings of the Ladies” Social Circle were
only announced two times in the period October 1864 through January
1865 and not at all for the next several months. Two meetings would not
be enough to make this quilt. The Ladies’ Sewing Circle was listed seven
times. Again, the Ladies’ Soldiers Aid Society was mentioned when it
petitioned the Board of Supervisors of Humboldt County for use of the
Court Room twice a month for the purposes of the Society, possibly for
a large quilting space. Wednesday was a common meeting date for most
of the groups, but there was no duplication of meeting locations, except
in the instance of Mrs. Knight who was hostess at two gatherings of the
Ladies’ Sewing Circle.*

A fair conclusion is that the quilt was made by women who called
themselves the Ladies Social Circle of Eureka who met at various loca-
tions.”

The community read about the coming fancy event in an advertise-
ment placed in The Humboldt Times on March 25, 1865.
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It is very apparent that the people of Humboldt County claimed
kinship with their General.

An article in The Humboldt Times on the same day doubled the at-
tention this fundraising extravaganza would get, encouraging one and
all to attend the Festival and Fair.

The proceeds of this Festival and Fair will be applied in aid of the Sanitary
and Christian Commissions. The ladies of this Circle have been for a long
time past engaged in preparing for this occasion, and have devoted much
time and labor to the end that it may be at once interesting and entertaining
to all who may attend and productive of the greatest benefit to the cause
in aid of which the proceeds are to be appropriated. It is an idle task for us
to undertake to present arguments in favor of giving our money on every
occasion that offers, which has for its object the alleviation of the sick and
wounded soldiers in the hospitals and upon the battlefields. We hold that
an unanswerable reason should be found in every truly loyal heart why it
[sic] this should be done. Go then everybody to the Festival and Fair of the
Ladies” Social Circle.”

“Almost the entire population for miles around came together to
witness the unveiling;* according to the Rev. ].W. Hines. The Humboldt
Times told the full story of the successful fair:

The Festival and Fair of the Ladies’ Social Circle of this place, came off ac-

cording to announcement, on Wednesday evening. A very large number of

persons were in attendance, and the affair was in every respect an eminent
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success. The ladies of this Circle had been engaged in preparing for the
occasion during a period of some months, and the scenes displayed in the
hall where the Festival was held, and the proceeds realized from the sale of
articles prepared by them and other sources, testify with what success their
labors have been rewarded.

The newspaper didn't have space to tell of all the evening’s events,
but it recorded every detail of the beautiful “Banner Quilt,” the star of
the show:

It was made entirely of silk materials, and embraced none other than the
national colors. Around the border were thirty-six national flags, repre-
sented as flung to the breeze, and the blue field of each was embroidered
the name of the State it was intended to represent. The center of the quilt
was of blue silk, upon which was embroidered in white silk, an eagle with
out-spread wings, grasping in his talons a shield and flags, in colors; this
was surrounded by a constellation of thirty-six stars, wrought of silver
thread, and again, at the margin of the blue eight other larger stars of the
same material-representing the eight Territories. The following inscription
is wrought upon the same field: “To Lieutenant General U.S. Grant; by the
Ladies’ Social Circle of Eureka, Humboldt County, California’ This quilt
was sold during the evening and produced the sum of one thousand dollars
in currency. The total receipts of the Festival and Fair, were about $2,500
in currency.”

The Ladies” Social Circle expressed thanks to “R.W. Brett, Esq., for
the use of his Hall, so generously tendered at their recent Festival and
Fair”? The location of the Hall in Eureka was not immediately apparent.
Advertisements show Brett’s Hall was utilized on March 21 and March
22, 1865, for their examinations and semi-annual exercises, which they
opened to the public.” It seemed at first that Brett’s Saloon might have
served as the site for the quilt festivities and Humboldt Academy cer-
emonies; the names are close enough. However, when it became clear
after reading a newspaper advertisement in The Humboldt Times, that
the second floor of the saloon was “finely fitted up for lodgings,” * it was
unlikely that the saloon was the site used for the fundraising. It would
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be difficult to entertain a large gathering without a large open space.
Several later advertisements in The Humboldt Times featured a business
called Knowles and Olmstead, which was located in Brett’s Hall, but the
copy didn't mention the location. That information was finally revealed
in an announcement in the June 24, 1865, newspaper, telling of this new
business, “Knowles and Olmstead . . . a new firm just commencing busi-
ness in this place. Their store is on F between First and Second Streets.”**
It is most likely that this address is the location of Brett’s Hall. No other
information concerning this site was available in Eureka, An Architectural
View,* as newer buildings were documented on the maps. A study of
deeds might confirm the exact location of Brett’s Hall.

The women of Eureka had no way of knowing the most recent news
about the progress of the Civil War at the time of their great quilt un-
veiling on April 5, 1865. The mails from San Francisco were very slow.
Correspondence from San Francisco alluded to the fact that “the mail
service from the bay, from some cause is very unsatisfactory in its work-
ing. The mails are generally ten, never less than seven, and frequently
twelve days in coming through”” Humboldt County citizens didn’t know
that Richmond had fallen three days earlier. The Confederate States of
America surrendered four days later at Appomattox. President Lincoln
would die in six days.*

Women raised over fifteen million dollars across the country in their
work for the Sanitary Commission.”” Humboldt County played their part
in this relief effort in its work on behalf of the Union soldiers. Consider-
ing the size, remote location, and age of the community, the work of the
Eureka women was a great success. The “Banner Quilt” was sent to Gen-
eral Ulysses S. Grant in 1865. The Reverend Joseph W. Hines, an agent
for the Christian Commission,” who lived in Humboldt County with
his family during the time the quilt was made, reported seeing General
Grant and his wife in San Jose some years later. Mrs. Grant told his wife,
Mrs. Elizabeth Hines, that she “cherished that beautiful quilt, made by
the ladies of Humboldt, as one of her most valued treasures.”"'

This has been a story about the U.S. Sanitary Commission, which
contributed in winning the Civil War. It has been about the surprising
devotion of Humboldt County to the Union forces. Humboldt, a distant,
isolated county, barely a dozen years old, played a very respectable part in
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Figure 6: The Quilt for General Grant, Clarke Historical Museum, Eureka, California.
(See also Plate 5).

the winning of a faraway war. It has been about General Ulysses S. Grant,
and a patriotic and beautiful quilt made in 1865 that has re-surfaced to-
day. (See figure 6 and plate 5). The quilt returned 126 years later to Eureka
and its new home at the Clarke Historical Museum. Bruce R. Hazard of
San Diego sent the quilt back to Eureka in January 1991. His late wife,
Mabel Grant Hazard, was a great-granddaughter of the late president and
his wife. Her father, a grandson of the General, gave the quilt to her.
The bed-sized quilt is in good condition, yet fragile. The fabric is split
in more than one place. But the colors are surprisingly bright. Because
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light and handling will damage the quilt, the quilt rests in darkness most
of the year. It comes out for viewing in its special box at selected times.
It is appropriate that the Clarke Historical Museum likes to bring it out
for the fourth of July.

This quilt gives insight into a turbulent period of United States his-
tory. The Banner Quilt’s own history mirrors the Civil War, from the West
Coast to the East Coast, from the fundraising fairs to the battlefields,
from the quilting table to General Grant. Material culture has given us a
view into our nation’s past and shows the important connections to the
Civil War from one side of the country to the other.

The room is crowded, yet people are quiet. No one will be pushed
aside. Each waits their turn to get close. Everyone is looking towards a low-
sided square wooden box with a clear plastic pyramid cover. A father picks
up a small boy in shorts and t-shirt and swings him up onto his shoulders.
Two elderly sisters, some schoolgirls and a tall white-haired man move close
enough to see. This is viewing day at the Clarke Historical Museum when
the “Banner Quilt” is on display. The colors are still brilliant: electric blue,
white, and flag red, all of it silk.

Acknowledgments

The author wishes to thank the following people for their help and infor-
mation for this quilt and this paper: Xenia Cord, Mary Cross, Elizabeth
Hoffman, Claudia Israel, Matina Kilkenny, Dolores McBroome, and
Pam Service and Lynn Wellman, Director and Assistant Registrar of the
Clarke Historical Museum respectively.

A special note in recognition is noted for the site of the twenty-fifth
seminar of the American Quilt Study Group held in Vancouver, Wash-
ington. Ulysses S. Grant was stationed at Fort Vancouver in the 1850’
as quartermaster. He left there for Fort Humboldt in California in 1853.
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President of the United States. The first house built on Officer’s Row was
renamed The Grant House in his honor. It is the oldest building remain-
ing at Vancouver Barracks and is open to the public.
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stitches called the ‘wine glass’ ” 94 x 97 inches. Photograph courtesy of the Mary
Black Foundation.
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