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In Memory of Carol P. Crabb
(1928-2005)

9 Researchers’ Researcher

arol P. Crabb, Columbia, Missouri was a quiltmaker, a
‘ quilting teacher, an author, a brilliant researcher and a quilt

documentarian. As an ardent member of the Booneslick
Trail Quilters Guild, she worked diligently with her friend, Bettina
Havig, Project Leader, to document quilts in the Missouri State
Quilt Project. It was, however, in the quilt history research field that
Carol’s light shone brightest. She was an early American Quilt Study
Group member, yet by the time the organization was formed, Carol
was already an experienced researcher. Despite freely participating
in wide ranging quilt research efforts on many topics, she did have
special areas she favored, such as medieval quilt history, religiously-
named quilt patterns, history of all kinds of fairs, newspaper quilt
features, regular columns, i.e., Nancy Page or Kansas City Stars, as
well as articles, and literary quilt forms—both quilt fiction and quilt
poems. Carol and her friend, Cuesta Benberry’s joint quilt fiction
collections resulted in a book, A Patchwork of Pieces: An Anthology
of Early Quilt Stories (1845-1940), published in 1993.

Before she suffered the debilitating illness that took her life,
Carol was engaged in an independent project—alone. She was com-
piling a collection of quilt poems with the goal of publishing a book
of them. She especially investigated 19th century American quilt



poetry and even more astoundingly, examples of European quilt
poems. This was to be no run-of-the-mill poetry book, but would
have even more ancient examples than the Benberry-Crabb fiction

book. It promised to be a revelation.

As Carol primarily worked before present day technological
advances were available, she spent countless hours in libraries at
the University of Missouri, State Historical Society, and museum
libraries in the USA and in the United Kingdom, where she trav-
eled with her husband, Bill. Her dedication and the thoroughness
of her research earned her the respect and affection of some of her
contemporaries, considered leading scholars of the time, such as
Elaine Hedges, Barbara Bannister, Louise Townsend, and Joyce
Gross. Often teased as having an eye magnetized to the word “quilt”
in print because she found references in the most unlikely sources,
Carol was called a “Researchers’ Researcher.” We mourn her death

and celebrate her life. —Cuesta Benberry

Cuesta Benberry Joyce Gross Bettina Havig Helen Erickson
Booneslick Trail Quilters Guild Jennifer Reynolds
Bill Crabb Richard Crabb James Crabb Thomas Crabb
Bee Kuckelman Sara Miller Dorothy Bond
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American Quilt Study Group

« sponsors an exciting seminar each year

« publishes an annual journal, Uncoverings
 supports a library and research facility

+ produces a series of Technical Guides

« publishes the newsletter, Blanket Statements
« offers research grants and scholarships

« fosters networking among members

The American Quilt Study Group is a nonprofit organization
devoted to uncovering and disseminating the history of quilt-
making as a significant part of American art and culture. AQSG
encourages and supports research on quilts, quiltmaking, quilt-
makers, and the textiles and materials of quilts.

The American Quilt Study Group is dedicated to preserving the
story of quiltmaking—past, present, and future. We invite you to
join our ranks!

www.americanquiltstudygroup.org




