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Foreword

Occasionally people want to know why quilts are important or why
they have had such an impact on the lives of women, or why they have
persisted throughout the other undertakings of our nation—and even
now are being made by more women than ever before. History alone
will not answer such questions. History has different questions to ask:
what happened; when and where did it happen; who did it; how did
she do it? In a society of open inquiry, history has no thesis, but is a
record from which we gain understanding of the past and find a con-
text for our present. If this record has large gaps in it, our understan-
ding will also be faulty.

Aristotle observed that “the statements of history are singulars,”
whereas those of poetry are universals. It is exactly those “singulars”
of history that the individual researcher goes out to find. The small
and singular bits of the record—carefully gathered from wherever time
has scattered them, meticulously inspected for authenticity, and will-
ingly offered for public sharing—will in due time fill those massive gaps
in our understanding of the lives of women and the nature of their arts.

As is true for all historians, quilt historians find their subjects from
some individual and personal urge deep inside themselves. Often they
do not even know what led them to a particular investigation. Samuel
E. Morrison, one of our nation’s foremost historians, wrote: “America
was discovered accidentally by a great seaman who was looking for
something else... History is like that, very chancy”

Women's history is similarly “very chancy” We find what we find
where we find it. But that the prize of adding to the other half of
American history is worth pursuing, the papers in this volume
demonstrate very clearly. The American Quilt Study Group is again
pleased to be the vehicle for presenting these enlightening bits of the
record for the better understanding of where we have come from and
where we are now.



