Breese-Courier TAYLORVILLE, ILLIN

State M{lseum

presents quilts
by Bertha Stenge
created from the
1930s to 1950s

SPRINGFIELD, IL - Masterpiece
quilts by Chicago quilt artist,
Bertha Stenge, will be featured in
the exhibit A Cut & Stitch Above:
Quilts by Bertha Stenge, opening
June 29 at the Illinois State
Museum.

Stenge is considered one of the
greatest twentieth-century quilt
makers and designers. Her quilts
have won numerous national
awards and appeared in national
magazines in the 1940s and 50s.

The Illinois State Museum has
recently acquired several of her
quilts through a generous dona-
tion from the Frank Mason fami-
ly. Additional quilts have been
borrowed from public and private
collections.

Bertha was introduced to quilt-
ing through a contest in a local
newspaper in 1929. Although
Bertha's first efforts did not win
prizes, she quickly displayed a
talent for design and eventually
won quiltmaking’s most presti-
gious prizes in the 1940s and
50s.

Her first original design was
made for the Century of Progress
quilt contest at the Chicago
World's Fair in 1933. This quilt
which commemorates the history
of Chicago is included in this
exhibit.

A Cut & Stitch Above also
includes quilts that feature
Stenge's exquisite stuffed quilt-
ing, her use of vintage fabrics,
and her piecing and applique
skits.

Quilts displayed illustrate the

8 life and times that Stenge experi-
¥ enced. “One Woman's Life” sum-

marizes in applique vignettes the

W historical and personal events of
i§ her life. “Four Freedoms” and
£ “O.PA" (Office of Price
% Administration) deal with issues
= of patriotism and food rationing
® that were integral to fife during
* World War 11.

The “American Holidays” quilt

' depicts a variety of secular and
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religious holidays celebrated by
Americans. The centerpiece of
the exhibit is Stenge's master-
piece “The Quilting Party,” her
homage to the community of
quiltmakers that have enriched
our material culture heritage.

This exhibit of approximately
15 quilts can be viewed in
Springfield through September 7,
1997.

The Illinois State Museum is
located at the corner of Spring &
Edwards Streets in Springfield,
[llinois. Hours are Monday
through Saturday, 8:30 am to
5:00 pm and Sunday, 12 noon to
5:00 pm. Admission is free and
the gallery is accessible to indi-

viduals with physical disabilities.
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Decatur

The Foreigner, May
Millikin Umiversity Sumimeer Thealer pris

-3, Jun 68, 11-12

ducoons in the Albent Tavlor Theater
Shilling Hall Also Something's Afoot
May Al-Jun 1, 45, 13-4 Thu-Sal spm.

Sun 2pm. Adults 85, students and senior
citizens $4. 4236318 for uekets. Decatur

Father-Child Vintage base ball, Jun 15
Base ball as o was played belore Abner
Doubleday ook credit [or
pm, Rock Springs
Center. Broao Lane

Independence Day, 1864,

iYL 1l

Jun 28 Old fashion
Indepencence Day cel
chratton  at Kock " o
SPrings Center . '
Hatnoue theme, truh
vonal music, and vin-
tage base ball match

between Rock Springs
Ciround ‘*:}-.ﬁnr'rcln~ and
Peona Distillers (.
Free. Brozio Lane

pmi

Springfield

Friends of Lincoln
Library Summer Book
Sale, Jun
Hardbacks §1,
backs %5,
albums, referemn
hids bowoks, and lots ol
specials. B Ram-bpm
Al sam-=pm

13-14
paper
record

IR,

[ ancaoiln
\Jh S th
International  Carillon
Festival, Jun [5-22
Intern
lomeurs perdonn at the
Rees Memwonal Ch
i Washington

Lisniry.

A 1 anl

irtdlon

ark

Free eveming comoens

Governor’s Humanities
Lecture, Jun 24
“What s the Hlinos™
University of Chicago Theologian v
Manrty gives lecture at 6:30pm. Governor’s
Mansion. By invitation only

BeauSoleil with Michael Doucet, Jun 2¥
Premuere Cajun band performs at UIS
Sangamon  Auditonum. Epm. $18-39
T86-6 ] &)

A Cur & Stuch Above: Quilts by Bertha
Stenge from the 19305-1950s, Jun 29-Sep
7. Masterpiece guilts by Chicago quilt
artist Bertha Stenge, on display at the
[lhinois State Museum.

Nineteenth-Century Children’s Festival,
Jul 5. 10am-<ipm. Old State Capitol.

Isktand Grove Church 175th Anniversary,
Jul 13. Histonic United Methodist Church
celebrates anniversary with day-long fest
val. 10am church service. 2pm festival
Island Grove. Sixteen miles west of
Sprningfield on Old Jacksonville Road.

“Images of the Plague,” Jul 24 Pearson
Memonal Lecture at the SIU School of
Medicine. 5:30pm. South Auditonum.
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Meredosia

Meredosia Riverkest, May 3l-Jun 1.
Annual event celebrates hentage ol thas
lHlinows Raver town ours. nver
walk, craft show, live music. and more

House

Bloomington

The Power. Jun 2-Jul 23 Hhnos State
Umversity Planelanum: presents sumimer
astronomy program narrated by famed star
hustler Jack Foley Horkheimer, director ol
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The Quilting Bee, by Bertha Stenge. ca. 1948,
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Admission, mhllh $2, children ages 4 12,
%1.50, planctarium frends. free. (308438
2496

[linois Shakespeare Festival, Jun 19-Aug Y
Outdoor theater presented at the Ewing
Manor in Bloomington. Rotating produc-
uons include Hamler, All's Well thar Endy
Well, and Rosencrantz and Guilderstern
Are Dead. Scries subscripnon $45-520),
individual seats $20-$10, (309)438-214]
for tickets. Bloomington

Highland

Heartland Chautauqua, Jun 23-28. Living
history presentations under the big top on
the Highland High School grounds
(618)654-5385.

Jacksonville

General Grierson’s Liberty Days, Jun 20

22. Jacksonville celebration commemo-
rates history of Civil War general with
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Civil- War encampment and re-enact-
ments. Military ball, penod music, elc.
Community Park, Jacksonville

Golconda

Heartland Chautaugqua, Jun 30-Jul 5
Living history presentations on the Pope
County Courthouse lawn. (6186834203,

Peoria
Steamboat Days on the Riverfront, Jun [2-
15. Annual festival in Eckwood Park.
Return to Pimiteoui, Jun 7
8. 6th annual Intertribal
= Pow Wow, W H Sommer
Park, Peoria. Natve
singers and dancers in full
regalia, woodland village,
traditional ceremonies,
Native Amencan traders,
demonstrations, and more
Admssion 53 for adults,
$1 children under twelve
(ARNH6EY ] -Y36Y.
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Petersburg

Abraham. Jun 13-15. 29,
Jul -5, 11-12, Aug 3,9
10. New onginal musical
play about Lincoln al
MNEeW Salem spm
Theatre 1n the Park
Admission. New Salem
State Histone Sie

Visiting the Lincolns, Jul
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25-27, Aug .22.24

Driama ahout the

Lincalns HEY iy

3 wgether. 8pm. Theatre in

r 0 : the  Park Admission
M NCW Salen Slale
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Hislone Sie

New  Salem Quilt Show,
Jun 7-8. Quilts old and
new, lradinonal and
crazy. decorate the beds

throughout this recreated pioneer vil-

AN, New Salem
State Histonic Site.

Summer Festival at New Salem, Jul 12-
13. Living history interpreters recreation
a typical day in the 1830s. 8:30am-5pm.
New Salem State Historic Site.

Shakespeare Night, Jul 14. Word play,
sword fighting, romance—the best of
The Bard comes to New Salem State
Historic Site. 8pm. Theatre in the Park.
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Traveling exhibits

Barn Again: Celebrating the American
Icon—Thru June 21 at the Greene
County Historical and Geneological
Society in Carrolton. After its run in
Carrolton, Barn Again moves to the
McHenry County Historical Society
Union (July 12-Auvgust 23), and from
there 1o the Galena/Jo Daviess County
Historic and Museum in  Galena
(September 27-October 25). W
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View masterpiece quilts by Chicago quilt

artist Bertha Stenge at the lllinois State

Museum exhibit A Cut & Stitch Above:

Quilts by Bertha Stenge from the 1930s to

1950s. Through September 7. Spnngﬁeld
and Edwards. 782-7386.
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EXHIBITS

As | See I, landscapes by Leslie Statzer of Mount
Zion, Gallery 510 Arts Guild Ltd., through June. Fine

Arts Awards, Herald & Review competition, through
June. Gallery hours: 1-4 p.m. Thursday-Sunday. To
schedule other viewing hours, call 422-1509. Free.

Computer Art, Larry Steinbauver, Decatur Airport,
through June.

Linda K. Harmon, paintings, drawings, Rock Springs
Visitor Center through June.

Linda Jeppson, paintings and prints, Decatur Public
Library Staircase Gallery through June.

Flaming Youth: The Flapper and the Roaring
Twenties, McLean County Historical Society, Bloo-
mington, ends Aug. 16. Textiles, fads, music, technology,
news events and MclLean County bootiegging. Admis-
sion: 52, $1 children 12 and under, members free. (309)
827-0428

Hieronymus Mueller Museum, Scovill Park, Deca-
tur. Vibrant Hydrants, exhibit of fire hydrant-related
items, through Aug. 31. Hours: noon to 5 p.m. Thursday-
Sunday. Admission: $1.50, $1 seniors, 50 cents children
12-17, children 11 and under free. Tours are available at
special rates by calling 423-6161.

A Railroad Runs Through It: The Architectural

Heritage of Six Communities in Central lllinois,
Early American Museum, Lake of the Woods County
Park, Mahomet, ends Dec. 31. The communities are
Mattoon, Tuscola, Tolono, Champaign, Rantoul and Pax-
ton. Hours: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily.
586-2612.

Abstract Forces, Joel Smith, Western lllinois Univer-
sity art professor, Checkered Raven Gallery, Contempo-
rary Art Center of Peoria, through July 13. Hours: 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday.

The Music and Fads of the 1950s and 1960s,
Douglas County Museum, Tuscola, through Dec. 31. Tour
ot 1950s and 1960s cars from Champaign to Tuscola Sat-
urday. Cars on display from 2 to 4 p.m. Saturday.

Dance, 7 to 11 p.m. July 12, with Joe Landeck as DJ.
Free potiuck dinner before the dance. Dance admission:
$2. Museum hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday-Saturday, 1
to 4 p.m., Sunday. 253-2535.

Once Upon a Quilt Show, C.H. Moore Homestead
Museum, Clinton, ends July 13. More than 50 quilts dis-
played throughout three floors of the restored Victorian
mansion. Hours: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday; 1

to 5 p.m. Sunday. Admission: $2, $1 students 12-18.
935-6066.

With a View to the Southwest: Dorothy Dunn

and a Story of American Indian painting, Dickson
Mounds Museum, Lewistown, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily
through Sept. 7. A major exhibit of modern Indian paint-
ings. Reception 1:30 p.m. July 6, W. Jackson Rushing of
the University of Missouri-St. Louis will give a slide talk,
““Modern by Tradition: The Studio Style of Native Amer-
ican Painting.’”” 309-547-3721.

Night Revels of 100 Ghosts and Demons, Kran-
nert Art Museum’s Light Court, Champaign, through
Aug. 9. Showcase piece is 22-foot long 19th century Japa-
nese scroll painting featuring demons, masks and
ghosts. Hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p m. Tuesday-Friday, 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Saturday, 2 fo 5 p.m. Sunday. Free. 333-1861.

COMING UP

Explorations: Mind and Matter, Springfield Art
Association gallery, Saturday-Aug. 23. Gallery installa-
tions by Mauri Formigoni of Springfielfd, abstract paint-
ings by Estelle Richman of Chicago. Hours: 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. Monday-Friday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday. Free.

A Cut & Stitch Above: Quilts by Bertha Stenge,
Ilinois State Museum, Springfield, opens Sunday, ends
Sept. 7. Bertha Stenge of Chicago is considered one of
the greatest 20th century quilt makers and designers.
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Saturday, noon to 5
p.m. Sunday. Free. 782-7386.

Tom Kerwin Exhibit, Decatur Area Arts Council,
Tuesday-July 31. Hours: 5:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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ARTRobin Albright

Bertha's best

Illinois State Museum

_ [you appreciate the -}
world of arts and '
yearn to see the out-
standing, the excep-
tional, the inspira-

tional, take an afternoon to
catch A Cut & Stitch Above:
Quilts by Bertha Stenge, a new
exhibit now featured in the
Changing Exhibition Gallery on

the second floor of the Illinois State
Museum.

This exhibit offers the public a rare
opportunity to witness masterpiece quilts
created in the 1930s, '40s, and '50s by
Chicago quiltmaking legend Bertha Stenge.
Stenge’s quilts won numerous national
awards and were featured as original pat-
terns in magazines as she led the way for
quilters to become more creative and artis-
tic in their work.

What makes Bertha Stenge the artistic
revolutionary she is? Stenge was born in
1891. She lived in Alameda, California, as a
child and later attended the San Francisco
College of Art. She moved to Chicago in
1912 and while there married attorney
Bernard Stenge. She let her passion for art
take the back seat as she spent years raising
three daughters: Frances, Ruth, and
Prudence. But once her daughters were
grown Stenge began feeding her artistic
urge through the medium of quilting.

In 1929, Stenge entered her first con-
test through a local newspaper and won
only an honorable mention, The quilting
bug had bit, however, as she became
inspired to add an artistic flair to her own
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. original designs. In 1933, she designed a

“Century of Progress” commemorative
quilt tor the Chicago World's Fair's Sears
National Quilt, but she did not win. Her
quilt was unique and innovative but the
judges seemed to favor the more tradition-
al look. With this in mind, Stenge began to
study what caught the judge’s eye, and
with her willingness to “go against the
grain,” she also managed to capture what
the judges wanted, as her “Palm Leaf” quilt
won prizes totalling $725 in the New York
World’s Fair in 1940. She then won a
$1,000 grand prize for her quilt, “Victory,”
in the 1942 Worman's Day Quilt Contest.
This time she hit it big, traveling to New
York City for the award presentation at

v Ll ertha steng®

Madison
Square Garden, which
was broadcast on national radio. The
name Bertha Stenge became well-known as
a quilter... as an artist.

Stenge continued to make quilts, con-
tinued to win contests, and continued to
attract more and more publicity. She creat-
ed at least one quilt a year for approxi-
mately thirty years. She held three major
quilt exhibitions in her lifetime, including
shows at the University of California and
the Art Institute of Chicago.

[n June of 1957, Stenge died, leaving
her entire collection (excluding that of
“The Chicago Fair,” which Stenge present-
ed to the Chicago Historical Society) to her
three daughters.

Recently, the Illinois State Museum
acquired seven of Bertha Stenge's quilts
through a generous donation of the Frank
Mason family of Springfield. Additional
quilts for the exhibit have ben borrowed
from public and private collections. There
are a total of fourteen quilts on display.

Once inside the gallery you'll view
breathtaking beauties such as “The
Chicago Fair,” “American Holidays,” “Four
Freedoms,” “Ruth’s Ring,” “Iva’s Pin
Cushion,” “The Quilting Party,” and “One
Woman's Life,” to name just a few. In the
words of one judge, “Bertha Stenge had
eyes which saw the beauty of the world
around her, and a heart moved with long-
ing to catch and mold some of that beauty
as her own. She was an artist—an artist
working with scraps of material, a needle,
imagination, and a great feeling of enjoy-
ment for what she was doing.”

A Cut & Stitch Above: Quilts by Bertha
Stenge will be on exhibit at the Illinois
State Museum through September 7, then
travel to other galleries in the state. Hours
are Monday through Saturday 8:30 a.m. to
5 p.m,, and Sunday noon to 5 p.m. B

New IT contributor Robin Albright is a
staff writer for the Petersburg Observer in
Petersburg, lllinois.
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EXHIBITS

Magnolias and More, Carol Kessler, Gal-

lery 510 Arts Guild Ltd., works in various
mediums, through July 27. Gallery hours: 1-4
p.m. Thursday-Sunday. To schedule other
viewing hours, call 422-1509. Free.

Photography, Jody Maples Moweaqua,
Decatur Public Library Staircase Gallery
through July. 424-2900.

Tom Kerwin Exhibit, Decatur Area Arts
Council, through July. Hours: 8:30 a.m. fo
4:30 p.m.

Photography, Delores Rice Logue, De
catur Airport, through July.

Ken Norris Pastel Landscapes, Edna

Mae Shaffer Watercolors, Prairie Art Al-
liance, Springfield, ends Aug. 2. 544-ARTS.

Night Revels of 100 Ghosts and De-
mons, Krannert Art Museum’s Light Court,
Champaign, ends Aug. 9. Showcase piece is
22-foot long 19th century Japanese scroll
painting featuring demons, masks and
ghosts. Hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p m. Tuesday-Fri-
day, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, 2 to 5 p.m.
Sunday. Free. 333-1841,

Flaming Youth: The Flapper and the

Roaring Twenties, McLean County Histori-
cal Society, Bloomington, ends Aug. 16. Tex-
tiles, fads, music, technology, news events
and MclLean County bootlegging. Admission:
%2, 31 children 12 and under, members free.
(309) B27-0428

Explorations: Mind and Matter, Spring-
field Art Association gallery, ends Aug. 23.
Gallery installations by Mauri Formigoni of
Springfield, abstract paintings by Estelle
Richman of Chicago. Hours: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday-Friday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday.
Free.

Sonic Installations: Interactive Sonic

!#ulphll’l—ll‘llh"ﬂl‘l‘lllltl. Bill Close, Chi-
cago scupltor, ends Aug. 30. Opening recep-

tion 7-» p.m. Saturday. Hours: 11 a.m. to 5
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday. 309-674-6822.

Hieronymus Mueller Museum, Scovill
Park, Decatur. Vibrant Hydrants, exhibit
of fire hydrant-related items, through Aug.
31. Hours: noon to 5 p.m. Thursday-Sunday.
Admission: $1.50, %1 seniors, 50 cents children
12-17. children 11 and under free. Tours are
available at special rates by calling 423-6161.

Music Machines, |llinois State Museum
Changing Art Gallery, Springfield, ends Sept.
7. illustrating the development of the phono-
graph.

A Cut & Stitch Above: Quilts by Ber-

tha Stenge, lllinois State Museum, Spring-
field. ends Sept. 7. Bertha Stenge of Chicago
is considered one of the greatest 20th century
quilt makers and designers. Hours: 8:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Monday-Saturday, noon to 5 p.m.
Sunday. Free. 782-7384.

With a View to the Southwest: Doro-
thy Dunn and a Story of American In-

dian painting, Dickson Mounds Museum,
Lewistown, B:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily through
Sept. 7. A major exhibit of modern Indian
.paintings. ore than Bows and Arrows,
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday. Arts, crafts and
technologies of lllinois’ American Indian cul-
tures. Free. 309-547-3721.

A Glim of the 1950s and 1960s,
Douglas County Museum, Tuscola, ends Dec.
31. Hours: 9 a.m. tfo 4 p.m. Monday-5aturday.,
1 to 4 p.m. Sunday. Free, 254-2535.

A Railroad Runs Through It: The Ar-
chitectural Heritage of Six Commu-

nities in Central Illinois, Early American
Museum, Lake of the Woods County Park,
Mahomet, ends Dec. 31. The communities
are Mafttoon, Tuscola, Tolono, Champaign,
Rantoul and Paxton. Hours: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. 5856-2612.
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Bob Emser, sculptor, Gal-
lery 510, Decatur, today-Aug.
31. Regular hours: 1 to 4 p.m.
Thursday-Sunday. 422-1509.
Free.

Lorraine Pilcher and Mary

Miller, Prairie Art Alliance,
Springfield, Saturday-Aug. 30.
Painter and ceramic artist.
Artist's reception 4B p.m. Sat-
urday. 544-ARTS.

Night Revels of 100

Ghosts and Demons, Kran-
nert Art Museum’s Light Court,
Champaign, ends Sunday.
Showcase piece is 22-foot long
19th century Japanese scrall
painting featuring demons,
masks and ghosts. Hours: ¢
a.,m. to 5 p m. Friday. 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Saturday,. 2 to 5 p.m.
Sunday. Free. 333-1851.

Flaming Youth: The Flap-

r and the Roaring Twen-
ies, McLean County Historical
Society, Bloomington, ends
Aug. 16. Textiles, fads, music,
technology, news events and
McLean County bootlegging.
Admission: $2, $1 children 12
and uvnder, members free.
(30%) B27-0428

Explorations: Mind and

Matter, Springfield Art Associ-
ation gallery, ends Aug. 23.
Gallery installations by Mauri
Formigoni of Springfield, abs-
tract painfings by Estelle Rich-
man of Chicago. Hours: 10 a.m.

to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday, 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday. Free.

Sonic Installations: Inter-

active Sonic Sculpture—
Instruments, Bill Close, Chi-
cago scupltor, ends Aug. 30.
Hours: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tues-
day-Saturday. 309-674-6822.

Hieronymus Mueller Mu-
seum, Scovill Park, Decatur.

Vibrant Hydrants, exhibit of
fire hydrant-related items,
through Avug. 31. Hours: noon to
5 p.m. Thursday-Sunday. Ad-
mission: $1.50, %1 seniors, 50
cents children 12-17, children 11
and under free. Tours are
available at special rates by
calling 423-6161.

Music Machines, Illinois
State Museum Changing Art
Gallery, Springfield, ends Sept.
7, illustrating the development
of the phonograph.

A Cut & Stitch Above:
Quilts by Bertha Stenge, |-
linois State Museum, Spring-
field, ends Sept. 7. Bertha
Stenge of Chicago is considered
one of the greatest 20th century
quilt makers and designers.
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
day-Saturday, noon to 5 p.m.
Sunday. Free. 782-7386.

With a View to the South-
west: Dorothy Dunn and a

s of American Indian
painting, Dickson Mounds Mu-

EXHIBITS

seum, Lewistown, B:30 a.m. to 5
p.m. daily through Sept. 7. A
major exhibit of modern Indian
paintings. Understanding

Indian Images: A Symbol-

ism Symposium, 1 p.m. Sat-
urday. Learn how scholars
decipher images from the Mis-
sissippian Indian culture on ob-
iects of stone, bone, shell,
poftery and copper. Free,
309-547-3721.

A Glimpse of the 1950s

and 1960s, Douglas County
Museum, Tuscola, ends Dec.
3. Hours: 9a.m. 1o 4 p.m.
Monday-Saturday,; 1 to 4 p.m.
Sunday. Free, 254-2535.

A Railroad Runs Through
it: The Architectural Heri-
tage of Six Communities in

Central lllinois, Early Ameri-
can Museum, Lake of the
Woods County Park, Mahomet,
ends Dec. 31. The communities
are Mattoon, Tuscola, Tolono,
Champaign, Rantoul and Pax-
ton. Hours: 10 a.m. 1o 5 p.m. 10
a.m. 1o 5 p.m. daily. 586-2612.

COMING UP
Stoneware Pots, grain El-

evators and Canal Boats,
Historical Archaeology along
the lllinois and Michigan Canal,
Illinois State Museum Research
and Collections Center, Spring-
field, 7-8:30 p.m. Wednesday.
Free. 782-5993.
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History in ptchwork
Quilts on display

Masterpiece quilts from the 1930s-1950s will be
presented at the Southern Illinois Art Gallery
beginning Sunday.

“A Cut & Stitch Above: Quilts by Bertha Stenge”
features the work of Chicago quilt artist Bertha
Stenge, who is considered one of the greatest 20th
century quilt makers and designers. Her quilts won
numerous national awards and appeared in national
magazines in the 1940s and 50s.

After being introduced to quilting through a
newspaper contest in 1929, Stenge quickly displayed a
talent for design. Her first original design was made
for the Century of Progress quilt contest at the
Chicago’s World’s Fair in 1933 and commemorated
the history of Chicago.

That quilt is included in the exhibition as are quilts
that feature Stenge’s stuffed quilting, her use of
vintage fabrics and her piecing and applique skills.
The centerpiece is “The Quilting Party,” Stenge’s
homage to the community of quiltmakers.

In all, 15 quilts will be displayed through Jan. 18.
The Southern Illinois Art Gallery is located at the
Southern Illinois Artisans Shop and Visitors Center,
six miles north of Benton on Interstate 57 just west of
Exit 77. It is open daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Southern Illinoisan, 11/20/1997, page 16
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SOUTHERN ILLINOIS ART
GALLERY, Whittington.

» “A Cut and Stitch Above: Quilts
by Bertha Stenge,” through Jan. I8.
View quilts created by Chicago quilt
artist Bertha Stenge.

The Belleville News Democrat, IL, 1/1/1998, page 20



LOCKPORT

—_ Southwest Briefing

Tribune photo by Todd Pangopoulos
Quilts of many colors that cross over from craft to art are on display at the lllinois State Museum.

Quilts uncover the colorful career of local artist

Forty vears after Bertha Stenge
died, people are still marveling at
the colorful, intricate quilts she
created.

Thirteen quilts made by Stenge
are on display through April 12
in the exhibition “"A Cut & Stitch
Above,” in the Gaylord Building
of the Illinois State Museum in
Lockport.

Seeing the quilts brought back
memories for Stenge’'s daughter,
Velda Legg of Park Forest.

“She used to sit by the hours
and piece them together,” said
Legg, who is not a quilter. "I wish
I'd paid more attention to how to
quilt. *

stenge, who lived in Chicago,
was no ordinary quilter. She was
trained as an artist, and her

works won magazine contests
and were displayed at the Art
Institute of Chicago.

“she was a quilt artist when

that term wasn't used,” said Jan

Wass, curator of decorative arts
for the museum.

One bright, swatch of purple
and green fabric featured intri-
cate, cut-outs of figures taking
part in an old-fashioned quilting
party at the center.

“Just think of all the work that
went into it, the patterns and
everything," said Julia Boyle of
Willowbrook.

Another quilt made by Stenge
commemorates a speech made in
1941 by Franklin Delano
Roosevelt. The speech was to pre-
pare Americans for entry into

World War Il The red and white
quilt features five-pointed stars
and a Revolutionary War soldier
at the center.

Quilts such as that one called,
“Four Freedoms,” often were
used to tell stories, said Charlotte
Rogan, an administrative assis-
tant at the gallery.

Even though Stenge's patterns
were published in women's maga-
zines, few, if anyone, succeeded at
copying their artistry, according
to Vass,

““‘She had such exceptional
craftsmanship and such a great
sense of color,” Vass said. “Her
quilts were so difficult, I don't
know anvone who's ever repro-
duced them.”
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