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Cardinal = Virginia State Dind

Edwin B. Henderson, & descendant of Fredrick Foote, was bomn in Falls Chorch in
the tate 1500s. An ovid sportsman, he always strived in sports as well as for aca-
demic excellence. He wis & it Edueation leacher and was abo the author of
the bodk, The Negro in Sports (1939), and wrole numerous sports anicles. As a
communily activist, he was a founder and scrved as the first president of the Fair-
fax County Chapler of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
le erN'hC ). He was best known for writing fery editonials denouncing ra-
cial injustices.
Colored Duiries, oamed by the Coates, Lee, and Burke families, produced milk Gor
the Chestnut Farms Diairy Distributosrs. The Coates Family Farm, beended in Chan-
Lilly, operated for two peneratsong (1901 - 1968 A portion of the farmlzmed was
&0l for the Dulles Airport runway, The Dairy Barn remaeng visible from Sally
Foad in Chantilly. The Alta Lee Farm {1945 - 1957) was bocated in Herndon near
Chantilly. The land s0ld in 1957 1o the ﬁrm_'i':HHa.w ouniry Club. ‘Today, the
Cak Hill Elememtary School sits on the Lee Farm ny. The Gus Burke Diiry
Farm was located on Braddock Road between Fairfax and Censervlle. Al three
farm [amilies were members of the Maryland and Virginga Dairyman’s Associ-
Ak
Praying Hands symbolized religion as the preat sustenance of the black family. It
wais Lhe very (Bher of 18 exstence. Arpund the County, churches were the cenber
of the community. Four minisiers are remembered for practicing their religion
throwgh community service. Reverends Milton S rol of Mt Pleasant, Annan-
dale, Roger Bush of Shilok, McLean, and Wallsce Costner of Scoond Baptist, Falls
Church were irstrumental i Luther P Jackson High School becoming an educa-
tional center for black children. Reverend Samuel Taylor, a runaway stave from
Carolina County, divided his land among blacks and sold it at cost 1o allow them
1o build homes in the area. An outstanding example of Christian life, Revercnd
Taylor was a founder of the Joant Steck Clab, which provided an epportunity for
ks 10 own homes in Gum Springs.

Cardinal — Virginia State Bird

Center of Family Life, Fairfax County had several *Dlock Communitics™ where
many exiended [amilics exmied, These homes olien consisted of many family
members including aunts, wecles, and grandparents. The Church was the ceniter
of the community and became the springboard for sparilual h. The school
wils A major institution in prepanng the stadent for survival aller schooling. In
the ﬂl;gygm {15005} Oruakers members of the Methodist Society instruciod
the b chikdren of the community and tl‘h:ﬂuﬁ%l:ﬂd mmipﬂil.im Every i:ar
between 1911 - 1926, the Fairfax County Colored School Fair Association hosted
an event. Sludents compeled in every category including sewdng, carpeniry, and
academics ot the Fairfax County Courthouse grounds. Tn these black communitics,
children were surrounded by the extended [amilses who nurfured sclf-esteem in
the you Faarfax Coun blic Schools were indcgrated in 1939 Ollie Tinmer,
Wallace Costner, Millan Elhcppard. E.B. Henderson, Willinm West, and 1. Siincy
Holland all assisted in the trangition from segregaled 1o mlegraied schooks,

The Haly Bible was often the first book slaves learncd 1o read.  From God's ward
the slaves pained the strength to survive the bonds of skavery and 1o forge the path
to frecdom. Today the ible s no less important in continuing our gquest for o
betier guality of life. It & a constant reminder that “we've come this far by Gifth."
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B Pleasant Baptist Church, bocaled in Floris, was organized in 1866, on land

disnated by Henry Coole. 1t still stands today o its origemal location on Copperming
Hoad in Herndon, Vieginia

Jumes Lee School, earlier known as the Falls Church Cobared Schiool, was built in
the carly 1900k on kand donated by James Lee, a slave who became a landowner
ansl civil rightls activist. Mre Mellic Henderson, wife of E.II, Henderson, was a
teacher and principal

Clifien Church, Old School Primitive H-i:!]li-!-l. Colored Church, located on Main
Strcet, Clillon was built in 1574 on land donated by William Beckwith, Mr. Beock-
with, a carpenter by trade, also assisted in building the structure.

We Serve Our Community. These communily organizations are commitied o ser-
vice for the betterment of mankind: NAACE, Natonal Council of Negro Women
%ng.c;lu:k & Jill, Northern Virginia (MOVA) Uirban League, Della Sigma

ta, Reston Links, IBROE Fidelity #1324, 1 Women United for Action
(BWUFA), Pan Hellenic Council, and Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc

Trailblazers — These umragt_ms_i[mnr.tm. both men and women, were the pillars
of sirength in their communitics. They paved the way in yesterday's stropgles for
ioday's progress.

Ester Honesty, a devoled communily worker, was dedicated 1o helping educate

ng people. She ramsed funds for m mmmunh{wpmj:m-. pirticularly the
I.-nui.u: Archer School She was viewed by many as the “linke Mary McLeod

Jethume,™

Eliza Hawkinz, borm in 1906, was a strong, DlrEUanIHar:nl and a 1:u|1u1'||:|1urﬂ.j.I child
care guardian. During the 1940k, she organized the Black Voders League and the

ﬁ.—u:b: Volunteer Chapter of the Amercan Bed Cross. She was also active in the

Lutie Coates, bom in 1907, was an educator. She laught for over 32 years and was
boih a teacher and a principal in the Flors area, Sl'rnullnnhndaﬁln{m
warmikng on tha I::h stove for students duning winter months Mrs. =3
provided Minancial assistance for several of her stodents aspiring 10 higher cdsca-
Liam,

Annie Smith, born in the ke 1800, 5 remembered as & beloved, dedicated spirit.
She was the first black icacher at Litile Hunting Creck in the Gum Springs arca.
She walked from Gunsion o Gum Springs 1o teach her students. She installed
Chiristian principles in her students and demanded academic excellence.

Mary Srewart, born in Cliflon, taoght school for almost 50 years in Flors, She is
st remembered for her commitment for excellence from her students. She was a
foster molher for many, as well as a devoted Chrstian education leacher.

Litlian Carey, educator in the Mt Pleasant and Baileys Cross Roads area, was a
pioneer in educating black children, She taught three pencrations of students. She
was best remembered lor her unselfish love of mankingdd

BWUFA, in Fairfax County, was foanded in 1983 by Sheila Coates and a dedicated
group of women. BWLUIFA was organized 1o pive hL‘lﬁ, particularly black females,
representation in the political arena. BWLIFAS purpose is to act as a vehiche 1o
bring sbout social, political, and economic grosth in Fairfax, thes impooving the
guality of life fos bmh.

Trailblazers £2

William West, a lifelong resident of Vienna, was born in 1874, He was the son of a
freed slave and Be lived 1o be 104 years old, An edecated man, he worked coninu-
ously 1o improve educational opportunitics for biack chiklren. He unsucoesalully

ran For town council in 1952, kosing by one vole. He abo was a notary public and
the town barber for black patrons.
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Trailblazers #2 (continued)

Fredeick Foole, a slave of the Minor family, rose o prosperity by acgquiring land in
the Falls Church area. He tasght his people the importance of becoming coonomi-
cally secure by investing in real cstate.

West Ford, a former skave, born in 17TES, was walled 211 acres by Bushrod Wishing-
ton, George Washinglon's nephew. He divided his land amaong relatives 1o begin
the settlement called Gum Springs.

Willism Beckwith, born in 1885 in Clilion, inherited large portions of land from
his foreparents who were slaves on the Beckwith Plandation. He domted parcgls
for the Old School Primitive Baptist Colored Church. He was g skilled carpenter
who construcied many buildings in the Fairfax, Clifion arca.

2& Carter was horn in Lancaster, WA, He scitled in Odncks Corner afler pur-
ing 17 acres of land. In 1365 he organized the first permanent aolored bapiist
church. Although he sokl an acre o build the church, he donascd land for the
cemetery. He later organized the Shikoh Baptist Church,

Sydmey Holland, born in 1907, came 10 Fairfax County in 1926. A highly respecied,
dedicated community activist, he has fought for the inclusion of black cilizen par-
ticipation in every facet of community life in Fairfoe He was, in 1973, the first
black in Fairfax County 10 receive the Washingtan Evening Star newspaper’s annual
Citrzen of the Year avward. He continues hig active communily participation.

Jemres Goins resicdes in Fairfax on Zion Drive, He has fought hard and diligendly
for inclaston of blacks, partscularly in his community of Greater Litile Zion. Fe is
best remembered for his emphasis on voter rights and voler edacation.

The Gum Sim'n:: seltlement came inlo cxistencs aroand the mid 1800s. Alier the
Ciwvil War, black soklicrs ennoute 1o the south by train stopped in Alexandria and
setthed there. West Ford, a former skave 10 George Washinglon's nephew Dushrod,
mr:hmd many acres in that area. Bethlehem Baptist Church, buil in 1863, was

fed in Gum Springs. Built on land donated by Rev, Samuel Taylor, the church
also served as a sc for black children where they were taoght by Chaskers [rom
PhilagheIphia until Ms. Annie Smith was prepared for teaching. Gum Springs be-
came knovan by that name because it was located near Hunting Creck where a
huge gum tree siood tall under arﬂlahing aprinﬁ,c'l:'rwrp:- Washington and other
iravelers enroule 10 Richmond olien stopped there for a cool drink and 1o waler
their horses. George Washington referred 1o Gum Springs when he spoke of the
boundaries ncar his propery line.

Trading Past. The Falls Church Black Community were direct descendants of
slaves on nearby planiations. Fredrick Foole, a shoemaker, bom in Durke was a
slave of the Minor family. Afier [recdom, be poined the Union Army and scrved
in the Fairfax unit. By saving his money, he tater bought his first picce of land
fram his [ormer owner, Daniel Minor. By 1859, the distnbatson of labor among,
the male workers was remarkable in this new Falls Church community. Foote
served on the wwn council. Other prominent biacks were Charles Tinner, an en-
treprencur, and James Lee, a gentleman farmer. This site had been a trading post
ran by Indians who traded [ood, skins, fors, and ewelry with the carly sciilers.
Today the Seven Corners Mall sits on the Foole property.

Alpha Kappa Alpha Serority, the first Greek letier service onganization for black
women was founded in 1908, Iis Lambda Kappa Omega Chapier was formed in
Fairfax in 1976, continui th-:u;ani:aﬁnn's international focus on improving 1he
soctal and economic u;m:.liinm all black females as well as serving all mankind,

Vieana Colared Schoal was located on Lawyers and H:Iu:l@ Roads in Vienna 1t
wigs the 2econd bullding to house black students (First Dapiist was first), It wos a
one room buikling constrecled arpund the 1890 In 1924, two sklitional rooms
were crecled. Later in 1939, the Bosenwakl! Foundation donated money o com-
plete & new school on Nutley Street. It remained a three room school until 1947
when il was enlarged with five additions. In 1950, it was dedicaied amd the name
changed 1o the Lowse Archer School.



19 The First Baptist Church, located in Vienna on Lawyers Road, was erected in 1867
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on land deeded by Major O.E. Hines. It was also used as a schood.  During the
early 1900s, the church split and formed a new church, Uinion ist. In 1957, a
new church was bailt on Orchard Steeet. Todkay, the Knights of Columbus occupy
and own the original church building on Lawyers Road.

Fairfax County Farm Life

Odricks Cormer Farm was named for Alfred Odrick, a former slave of the Coleman
family. Alhough he was a skilled carpenter, in 1872 he purchased 30 acres of land
to begin work as a farmer. He built a school on his property and donated the land
for Shiboh Baptist Church. Charch senvdces were also held in the school buikling,
By 1880, this black settlement had grown from nine 10 ten families. Many were
large land owners who later portioned off land to relatives increasing the size of the
community in Odricks Corner. Carpentry was a trade together with the sale of
prodlece they harvested,

The Clara Williams Family Farm (Heads Farm) of Vienna consisted of about 150
acres. The farm was in the Williams family from 1878 = 1962, The family raised
livestock and supplied meal products to the Briges Meat Company in Baltimone.
They also raised and sold cows to dairy farmers who suppled milk (o the Chestnat
Farm Dairy. In addition, the family owned and operated the Old Counhouse Inn
on Heads Farm adiacent 1o Freedom Hill Road. Carrently the land bouses the
Westbriar Elementary School and its housing development.

The (aander fomily of Alexandria farmed the land from the late 185008 until 1964
Charles Quansder, a [reed slave, began the farm on (wo acres of kind where he lived
in & bwo foom, bao story house. At his death be had acquired 80 acres on which he
operacd the dairy farm. A3 a dairy farmer, he provided milk prodects for patrons
in south Alexandrea. In later years, the family ccased the operation of the dairy
farm and became producers of farm cts for the Alexandria City market

i B0~ 104 . portions of the nder farm howses Belle Haven Meadows,
the West Potomac High School, and the Quander Road School.

Cardinal — Virginia State Dird

Omega I'si Phi Fraternity was founded in 1911 It established its Psi Nu Chapter
in Fairfax to continee the ideals of the natsonal organization; o unite thousamds of
men inpam, thought, and loyalty.

The Slave Memorial is bocated on the ML Vernon Plantation near George Wash-
inglon’s tomb, Designed by Howard University's School of Architecture students,
it was dedicated in 18983 1o enhance the site of the 1929 marker noding the skve
burial site. The monument is a broken granie eplumn L6l above three carcular
levels. Each level of the monument has the words, Faith, Love, Hope engraved in
ithe granisc.

Committee Members — Dedicated Workers:

Lillian Blackwell - ¥ienna - Chairperson

Beny Fickls - FL Belvoir - Chairperson

Guin Joncs - Hstoran

O Lawson - McLean, Johnnye Sims = Aleandria, Lucy B. Coates = Chantilly
Lois Resd - Springhekl, Sonks r - Anrandale, Donna Blackach - Vienna
Marpery Robinson - Dale City, Sheryl Sims - Aleandna, Sheila Coates - Chantilly

Other Ouilt Waorkers: i

Gladys Lewis = Washingion, [LC., Vicla Hudson - Falls Charch
Elose Smith - Great Falls, Joanne Blackwell = Yienna

Joyoe Trulear = New JTersey
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